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PREFATORY NOTE. 


For part of the General Introduction to this volume I 
am indebted to my colleague, Mr. F. J. Rowe ; whom, 
together with Mr. K. Deighton, I wish to thank for 
several valuable suggestions embodied in the Notes. 

The Notes enclosed in brackets and signed H. T. have 
been sent by the Hon. Hallam Tennyson, to whom the 
proofs of this edition have been submitted. 


W. T. AY. 
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INTRODUCTION TO AYLMER’S FIELD. 


"'as 6rst publisiied in 1864. Aylmer- 
ston, a village in Norfolk, has been said to be tlie scene 
of the poem; but tlie description of the locality as “a 
land of hops” (1. 31) shows that it must be laid in some 
more southern English county, such as Kent or Sussex. 
The Aylmer's Field-poiuts to tlie desolation that 

overwhelmed the ancestral abode of the Aylmer family 

“ Tlie great Hall was wholly broken down. 

And the broad Mooilland parcell’d into farms,” 

and tlius what was once Aylmer’s Hal/ came to be known 
as Aylmer’s Field, 

of tho The story of the poem is briefly this ; — Sir Aylmer 
Aylmer is one of the English landed gentry, proud of his 
birth and station ; his wife, once a well known beauty, 
is a mere shadow of himself. They have one lovely 
daughter, Edith, sole heiress to their wealth and name, 
a benefactor of the poor and favourite of all who know 
her. Averill is rector of the parish, and Leolin is his 
brother. Leolin and Edith grow up together, and their 
childish intimacy ripens into love in their maturer 
years. Edith is enlightened as to the state of her own 
feelings towards Leolin by a flash of semi-jealousy,” on 
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his part, of an Indian kinsman who conies and makes lier 
presents, among them being a dagger of licautiful work- 
manship. Tills dagger she gives to Leolin. Then Sir 
Aylmer's eyes are suddenly opened to the love-making 
between the two, Leolin is violently driven from his 
doors, and Edith is kept close at home. The indig- 
nant Leolin goes off to his law studies, determined to 
make a name for himself, and meanwhile he and Edith 
carry on a clandestine correspondence with each other. 

This is discovered and stopped, neither of them under- 
standing how. Edith is more closely sh.ut up than 
ever; she loses her health, is caught by a passing fever, 
and dies with Leolin’s name upon her lips. Leolin hears 
her call him in his sleep, as it seems, and answers her, 
trembling with excitement. The next day comes the 
dreadful news, and Leolin stabs himself with the dagger 
that Edith had given him. On a following Sunday 
morning, Averill is asked to preach Edith’s funeral 
sermon. He takes for his text, “ Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate,” and denounces in terrible words 
of doom the pride and self-seeking of the Aylmer 
parents. Lady Aylmer faints and is carried out of the 
church, and the heart-stricken Sir Aylmer staggers out 
behind her, followed by the frowns of the assembled 
villagers. Lady Aylmer dies in a month, and Sir Aylmer 
becomes imbecile, and two years later is laid beside his 
wife and daughter. Then the great Hall is pulled down, 
and its site is turned into a haunt for the mole and the 
hedgehog. 

In point of style, the main characteristic of AyJmei^s ^tvie. 
Field is its vigour of thought and expression. While 
remarkable for passages of great loveliness and pathos, 
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it is through its power rather than its beauty that, as a 
whole, it appeals to the imagination of the reader. We 
do not find here the studied simplicity of language and 
the repose of feeling that mark its companion poem, 
Enoch Arden, i)ublished originally in the same volume. 
But in its .stern mo ral stiejigth Aylmer's Field is un- 
equalled among the poems of Teniu'son. 

Aijlmer's Field is *‘ a protest against the_tyranny of the 
pride^ of birth and wealth over love,” * It denounces one 
of the chief among 

“The social lies that warp us from the living tnith.” 

The pride depicted b}" the poet is of that ignoble 
type which leans in self-complacent egotism upon the 
achievements of others, without any sense that the 
inheritance of a noble name should be an incentive to 
noble deeds worth}' of a great ancestry. It is the pride 
that is content to 

“ Fall back upon a name, rest, rot in that. 

Not keep it noble, make it nobler.” 

For this false pride of birth and the Mammon-worship 
that so often accompanies it Tennyson cherishes a noble 
scorn and abhorrence, and he has branded them both in 
several other of his poems. For example, in Lady Clara 
Vere de Fere, the pride of the heroine produces a tragical 
result somewhat similar to that of Aylmer’s Field, in the 
suicide of “ young Lawrence,” the humble suitor who is 
scornfully rejected by this “daughter of a hundred earls.” 
In Maud again it is the pride of the brother that brings 
about the catastrophe. Maud, like Edith, is faithful to 


^ A S(udy of Tennyson. By E. C. Toinsb. 
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lier lover ; but, like her, she cannot extricate herself 
from the selfish worhlliness of Iier snrroiindin.ns ; and she 
too is parted from him and dies. In .tijlmfr'n Field, 

Leolin is driven to despair and madness that ends in 
suicide ; in Maud, the mind of the hero also gives vay 
beneath the strain of acute suffering, but he recovers and 
finds a solace in noble action. In Lochlei/ Hall it is the 
pride of wealth that steps between the two youthful 
lovers with its blighting influence, though with con- 
sequences less tragic than in .di/lmers Field, where, 
as in Hamlet, the curtain falls upon the deaths of all the 
chief personages in the story except one, and onl}’ 

Averill is loft, like Horatio, 

“ In this harsh world to draw his breath in pain.” 

The subject of Wordsworth’s Hart-leap Well has some compared to 
affinity to that of Aylmer's Field. In either poem the irt». 
events arc told or supposed to be told to the wiiter by 
an old man familiar with the traditions of the place 
where they occurred. Both stories turn ujion wanton 
acts of cruelty, though in Hart-leap ITell it is a dumb 
animal that is the victim, instead of human beings, as in 
Aylmer's Field. In Hart-leap JFell, as in Aylmer's Field, 
the scene of man’s pride and inhumanity is laid waste ; 

“ the spot is curst ” ; and Sir Walter’s great lodge, like 
Sir Aylmer’s mansion, is wholly broken down and 
vanishes like “ a forgotten dream.” 

“ Now there is neither grass nor pleasant shade ; 

The sun on drearier hollow never shone.” 

In Wordsworth’s poem, however, we are not left, as in 
Aylmer's Field, to contemplate a prospect of unredeemed 
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ruin and desolation. There is a healing as well as a re- 
tributive power in Nature ; it is true that 

“ The pleiisure-house is dust : — behind, before, 

This is no common waste, no common gloom ; 

But Nature, in due course of time, once more 
Shall here put on her beauty and her bloom.” 

Tiio Sermon. A leading feature in Ayhnefs Field is Aveiill’s sermon, 

comprising, as it does, nearly one-fifth of the entire poem. 
It has been described as “ a mosaic of Bible language, 
most curiously wrought, and fused into one living whole 
4>y the heat of an intense sorrow.” ^ In its prophet-like 
earnestness and terrible, concentrated power, no less 
than in its subtly intermingled pathos and scorn, it 
stands unparalleled in literature. Critics have raised ob- 
jections to so excellent a clergyman as Averill being re- 
presented as seizing the first opportunity of preaching 
publicly against two of his parishioners after their daugh- 
ter’s death, and have asked, “ Why smite those afresh 
whom God had smitten so terribly already ? ” But such 
criticisms as these are wide of the mark. The poem is 
explicitly an idealised delineation of coarse and cruel 
wrong-doing followed by swift and appropriate punish- 
ment. The demands of poetical justice are satisfied to 
the full. Borne along by the high moral truth of the 
whole picture, the reader does not stop to inquire into 
minor details or questions of antecedent probabilities. 
The pathetic description of the events that come before 
and lead up to it, prepares his mind for the preacher’s 
ktorm-blast of indignant reproach. There is no sense of 
incongruity ; the sermon seems a natural and almost 

* The Poetry of By Henry Van Dyke. 
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ine^^table outcome of wliat precedes ; and the canons of 
taste and of art are alike satisfied. 

Tliis sermon may be briefly paraphrased as follows : — 
“Tlie worst of all the calamities that mankind has 
suftered under are the various forms of idolatry 
which put Self in the place of God. The old Haal- 
worshippers degraded tlieir object of worship to their 
own level, but, with the coming of Christianity, better 
things were expected. But no! though actual idol- 
worship is gone, man still worshi]>s his own selfish 
desires and aims in the shape of wealth and rank, 
living in luxury and cai'eless of his soul’s welfare 
and of the teachings of the religion flint he pro- 
fesses You then, the modern self-worshipper, who 
ought to have known better, shall be regarded by the 
humbly-born but mighty Jesus as a worse idolater than 
the ol<l Baal worshipper, for you by your evil precept 
and example destroy the souls instead of the bodies of 
your children. Some possibly may escape the taint, as 
did the subject of my discourse, a beautiful maiden, the 
joy and blessing of our homes. Ko cottage was too 
humble for her to visit, no wretclicdness too low for her 
to succour. Her hand was ever read}' in works of 
charity and kindness, and, herself a disciple of the 
loving Christ, she soothed your religious doubts and 
sweetly healed your quarrels. Leolin was her constant 
companion, and might eventually have become her hus- 
band. He has died by his own hand; — a death of shame, 
the guilt and the disgrace of wliich belong not to him but 
to those who drove him to it. Good reason then have I, 
thus doubly bereaved, to say, ‘ My house is left unto me 
desolate.’ 


Parui'Ur.ibcti 
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“You too, my parishioners, may well use the same 
words, for your loss is irreparable. But 3^011, the un- 
happ3' parents, wlio have caused all this calamity, — 
would that 3'ou, like Jerusalem of old, had better under- 
stood 3'our own true interests and ours ! As Jerusalem 
had her ])rophets, whom she stoned, so 3011 had your 
child to lead 3*011 up to higher things, and 3'ou have 
killed her. Jerusalem, unrepentant, was desolated by 
swonl and fire ; and 3’ou, who would not listen to the 
warning example of your child, have brought a like 
doom upon 3'ourselves. This loss has darkened m3’ own 
life and hardened my feelings ; ju ay for me, my parish- 
ioners, for Leulin, alas, is past 3'our prayers. 

“^yhen I first heard of these events, I, who thought 
m3’self so mcck-spirite<l, was fain indignantly to denounce 
the crime tliat has made these two its victims. But 
when I see what is now going on in France, the Revolu- 
tion with its Reign of Terror and ghastl3^ wholesale 
executions, I feel that this is not a time to add fuel to 
the angry passions of men. No less do I feel that this 
was not a fitting time for these A3*lmers to indulge their 
pride. My wish, then, is that this great sin of theirs 
may remain concealed from the public 63*0, though it 
will, no doubt, be talked of in this neighbourhood. But 
I would ask 3'ou rather to pray for and pit3’ those who 
have carried out their own aims and broken a union 
which might have perpetuated their famil3' ; — who, 
thinking by coarse metliods to plan their daughter’s 
welfare, have planned her death and brought misery 
upon their old age. Tlieir punishment in this life is 
surely great enough without that of the life to come. 
Stript as they are of our respect and affection, >vith a 
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stranger to sncceccl to their property, bereft of all hope 
of posterity, their home desolated, bitter indeed must be 
their feelings as they hear me, their old friend, like them 
and by them bereaved, cry to them, as Christ did to the 
worldly, self-deluding Pharisees, ‘ Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate ! ’ ” 

It may be remarked, in conclusion, that the ('.reck 
tragic clement is strongly represented in Aijlmcrs 
Field. Like the haughty (Eilipus, of Sophocles’s drama, 
urged on by overmastering Destiny, Sir Aylmer, “ by 
his own stale devil spurr’d,” goes blindly on, working 
out his own ruin for himself. He is the Greek Hybris- 
tes, the violent, overbearing type of humanity. Or 
again, like the formal Cleon of the same dramatist, bent 
on promoting his son’s b<-st interests by “ breaking the 
bond ” between him and the noble Antigone, Sir 
Aylmer sets himself about “ contriving his dear daugh- 
ter’s good,” and ends in ignorantly devising her death. 
The irony of it all is thoroughly Greek in its texUirc, 
though the Greek notion of an inexorable Fate or Neces- 
sity is replaced in the modern poem by a vivid repre- 
sentation of the power of a “ besetting sin,” indulged 
and cherished, to goad a man on to his own destruction 
and that of others. Here, as ever, “ sin when it is 
linished, bringeth forth death.” 


Ciivek Tmyic 
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Dust are our frames ; ami, gilded dust, our ])ri{le 
Looks Old/ for a moment whole and sound ; 

Like that long-buried body of the king, 

Found lying with his urns and ornaments, 
hioh at a touch of hglit, an air of heaven, 
blipt into ashes, and was found no more. 


Here is a story whicli in rougher sliape 
Came from a grizzled cripple, wlmm I saw 
Sunping himself in a waste field alone— 

Olil, and a mine of memories — who had served 
Long since, a bygone Rector of the place, 

And been himself a part of wliat he told. 


Sir Aylmer Aylmer, that almighty man, 
The county God— in whose capacious hall. 
Hung with a hundred shields, the family tree 
Sprang from the midriff of a prostrate king — 
Whose blazing wyvern weathercock’d the spire, 
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Stood from his walls and wing’d his entry-gates 
And swang besides on many a windy sign — 
Whose eyes from under a pyramidal head 
Saw from his windows notliing save his own — 
What lovelier of his own had he than her, 

His only child, his Edith, whom he loved 
As heiress and not heir regretfully ? 

But * he that mairies her marries her name’ 
Tliis fiat somewhat soothed himself and wife, 
His wife a facled beauty of the Baths, 

Insipid as the Queen upon a card ; 

Her all of thought and bearing hardly more 
Than his own shadow in a sickly sun. , 


A land of hops and poppy-mingled com. 

Little about it stirring save a brook ! 

A sleepy land, where under the sfinie wheel 
The same old rut would deepen year by year ; 
Where almost all the village had one name ; 
Where Aylmer followed Aylmer at the Hall 
And Averill Averill at the Rectory 
Tlirice over ; so that Rectory and Hall, 

Bound in an immemorial intimacy, 

Were open to each other ; tho’ to dream 

That Love could bind them closer well had made 

The hoar hair of the Baronet bristle up 

With horror, woi'se than had he heard his priest 

Preach an inverted scripture, sons of men 

Daughters of God ; so sleepy was the land. 


And might not Averill, had he will’d it so, 
Somewhere beneath his own low range of roofs, 
Have also set his raany-shielded tree ? 
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There was an Aylmer-Averill marriage once. 

When the red rose was redder than itself, 50 

And York’s white rose as red as Lancasters, 

With wounded peace which each had prickM to death. 

‘ Not proven ’ Averill said, or laughingly 
‘Some other race of Averills’ — j)rov’n or in), 

What cared he ? what, if other or the same ? 

He lean’d not on his fathers hut himself. 

But Leolin, his brother, living oft 

With Averill, and a year or two before 

Call’d to the bar, but ever call’d away 

By one low voice to one dear neighbourhood, CO 

Would often, in his walks with Edith, claim 

A distant kinship to the giacious blood 

That shook the heart of E<lith hearing him. 

Sanguine he was: a but less vivid hue 
Than of that islet in the chestnut-bloom 
Flamed in his cheek ; and eager eyes, that still 
Took joyful note of all things joyful, beam'd, 

Beneath a nianelike mass of rolling gold. 

Their best aiul brightest, when they dwelt on hers, 

Edith, whose pensive beauty, perfect else, 70 

But subject to the season or the mood, 

Shone like a mystic star betw’een the less 
And greater glory varying to and fro, 

We know not wherefore; bounteously made, 
lAnd yet so finely, that a troublous toucli 
iThinn’d, or would seem to thin her in a day, 

|A joyous to dilate, as toward the light. 

And these had been together from the first. 

Leolin 8 first nurse was, five years after, hers: 

So much the boy foreran ; but when his date 80 

Doubled her own, for want of playmates, he 
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(Since Averill was a decad and a half 
His elder, and their parents underground) 

Had tost his ball and flown his kite, and roll’d 
His hoop to pleasure Edith, with her dipt 
Against the rush of the air in the prone swing, 
iMacle blossom-ball or daisj-cliain, arranged 
Her garden, sow’d her nanie and kept it green 
In living lettere, told her faiiy-tales, 

Show’d her the fairy footings on the grass, 

The little dells of cowslip, fairy palms. 

The petty marestail forest, fairy pines. 

Or from the tiny pitted target blew 
What look’d a flight of fairy arrows aim’d 
All at one mark, all hitting : make-believes 
For Edith and himself : or else lie forged, 

But that was later, boyish histories 
Of battle, bold adventure, dungeon, wreck, 
Flights, terrors, sutlden rescues, and true love 
Crown’d after trial ; sketches rude and faint. 

But where a passion yet unborn perhaps 
Lay hidden as the music of the moon 
Sleejis in the plain eggs of the nightingale. 

And thus together, save for college-times 
Or Temple-eaten terms, a couple, fair 
As ever painter painte<l, poet sang. 

Or Heaven in lavish bounty moulded, grew. 

And more and more, the maiden woman-grown, 
He wasted houi-s with Averill ; there, when first 
llie tented winter-field was broken up 
Into that phalanx of the summer spears 
That soon should w^r the garland ; there again 
When VSfe gath'gt^ VTiisti^ there 

At Christmas ; ever welcome at the Hall, 

I On whose dull sameness his full tide of youth 
(Broke with a phosphorescence charming even 
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My lady ; aud the Rxronet yet had laiil 
No bar between them : dull and self-involved, 

Tall aud erect, but bending from his height 
With half-allowing smiles for all the world, 120 

And mighty courteous in the main — his ))ride 
Lay deeper than to wear it as his ring — 

He, like an Avlmer in his Avlmerism, 

Would care no more for Le<*lii»’s walking with her 

Than for his old Newfoundland’s when thev ran 

’ « 

To loose him at the stables, for he rose 
Twofooted at the limit of his chain, 

Roaring to make a third : and how shouUl Love, 

Whom the cross-lightnings of four chance-met eyes 
Flash into fiery life from nothing, follow 130 

Such dear familiarities of dawn 1 
Seldom, but when he does. Master of all. 


So these young hearts not knowing that they loved. 

Not she at least, nor conscious of a bar 
Between them, nor by jd iLdit or broken ring 
Boimd, but an ininjemoriaf intimacy. 

Wander’d at will, and oft accomj)anied 
By Averill : his, a brothers love, that hung 
With wings of brooding shelter o’er her peace. 

Might have been other, save for Leolin’s — 140 

Who knows? but so they wander’d, hour by hour 

I Coher’d the blossom that rebloom’d, and drank 
The magic cup that fill’d itself anew. 


A whisper half reveal’d her to hei'self. 

For out beyond her lodges, where the brook 
Vocal, with here and there a silence, ran 
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Bv sallowy rims, arose the labourers’ homes, 

A frequent haunt of Edith, on low knolls 
/That diinplin" died into each other, huts 
At random scatter’d, each a nest in bloom. 

Her art, her hand, her counsel all had wrought 
About tliem : here was one that, suminer-blaiich’d, 
Was parcel-bearded with the traveller’s-joy 
In Autumii7 parcel ivy -clad ; and here 
.The warm-blue breathings of a hidden hearth 
Broke from a bower of vine and honey suckle ; 
One look’d all rosetree, and another wore 
A close-set robe of jasmine sown with stars : 

This had a rosy sea of gillyflowers 

About it ; this, a milky-way on earth, . 

Like visions in the Northern dreamer’s heavens, 

A lily -avenue climbing^ to the doors ; 

One, almost to the martin-haunted eaves 
A summer burial deep in hollyhocks ; 

Each, its own charm ; and Edith’s everywhere ; 

And Edith ev’er visitant* with him. 

He bxit less love<l than Edith, of her poor : 

For she — so lowly-lovely and so loving, 

Queenly responsive when the loyal hand 
Rose from the cl«ay it work’rl in as she past, 

Not sowing hedgerow texts and pas.sing by, 

Nor dealing goodly counsel from a height 
That makes the lowest hate it, but a voice 
Of comfort and an open hand of help, 

A splendid presence flattering the poor roofs 
Revered as theire, but kindlier than tliemselves 
To ailing wife or wailing infancy \ 

Or old bedridden palsy, — was adored ; 

He, loved for her and for himself. A grasp 
Having the warmth and muscle of the heart, 

A childly way with children, and a laugh 
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Ringing like'^prm-en golden coinage true, \ 
Were no false passiport to that easy realm, i 
Where once with Leolin at her side the girl, 
Nursing a child, and turning to the warmth 
The tender pink five-bea<led baby-soles, 

Heard the good mother softly whisper ‘ Bless, 
God bless ’em : marriases are made in Heaven.’ 



A flash of semi-jealousy clear’d it to her. 

My lady’s Indian kinsman unannounced 
With half a score of swarthy face.s came. 

His own, tho’ keen and bold and soldierly 
Sear’d by the close ecliptic, was not fair ; 
Fairer his talk, a tongue that ruled the hour, 
Tho’ seeming boastful : so when fii^st he dash’<l 
Into the chronicle of a deedful day. 

Sir Aylmer half forgot his lazy smile 
Of patron ‘Good! my lady's kinsman! good!’ 
My lady with her fingers interlock’d, 

And rotatory thumbs on silken knees. 

Call’d all her vital spirits into each ear 
To listen : unawares they flitted off, 

Busying themselves about the flowerage 
That stood from out a stiff brocade in which, 
The meteor of a splendid season, she. 

Once with this kinsman, ah so long ago, 

Stept thro’ the stately minuet of those days : 
But Edith’s eager fancy hurried with him 
Snatch’d thro’ the perilous passes of his life ; 
Till Leolin ever watchful of her eye, 

Hated him with a momentarj’ hate. 
Wife-hunting, as the rumour ran, was he : 

I know not, for he spoke not, only shower’d 
His oriental gifts on everyone 
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And most on Eilith : like a storm he came, 

And shook the house, and like a storm he went. 


Among the gifts he left her (possibly j 
He How’d and ebb’d uncertain, to return I 
Wlien others had been tested) there was one, 

A dagger, in rich sheath with jewels on it 

Sjjriukled about in gold that branch’d itself 

Fine as ice*ferns on January panes 

Made by a breath. I know not whence at first, 

Nor of wliat race, the work ; but as he told 

The story, storming a hill-foi't of thieves 

He got it ; for their captain after fight, 

His comrades havin" fought their last below. 
Was climbing up the valley ; at whom he shot : 
Down from the beetling crag to which lie clung 
Tumbled the tawny rascal at his feet. 

This dagger with liim, which wlien now admired 
By Edith whom his pleasure was to please. 

At once the costly Sahib yielded to her. 


And Leolin, coming after he was gone. 

Tost over all her presents petulantly : 

And when she show’d the wealthy scabbard, saying 
‘ Look what a lovely piece of workmanship ’ ’ 

Slight was his answer ‘ Well — I care not for it : ’ 
Then playing with the blade he prick’d his hand, 

‘ A gi-acious gift to give a lady, this 1 ’ 

‘But would it be more gracious’ ask’d the girl 
‘ Were I to give this gift of his to one 
That is no lady ? ’ ‘ Gracious ? No ’ said he. 

* Me ? — but I cared not for it. O pardon me. 
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I seem to be ungraciousness itself.’ 

‘Take it’ she added sweetly, ‘ tho’ his gift; 

For I am more ungracious ev’n than yo\J, 

I care not for it either ; * and he said 
‘Why then I love it:’ but Sir Aylmer past, 

And neither loved nor liked the thing he heard., 


250 


The next day came a neighbour. Blues ami reds 
They talk’d of : blues were sure of it, he thought : 

Then of the latest fox — where starteil — kill’d 
In such a bottom: ‘Peter had the brush,-' ' 

My Peter, fii-st:’ and did Sir Aylmer know 
That great pock-pitten fellow Iiad been caught ? 

Then made his pleasure echo, hand to hand, 

And rolling as it were the substance of it 
Between his ])alms a moment up and down — 

‘The birds were warm, the birds were warm uiwn him ; 
We have him now : ’ and had Sir Aylmer heard — 261 

Nay, but he must — the land was ringing of it — 

Tliis blacksmith border-marriage— one they knew — 

Raw from the nui'sery — who could trust a child ? 

That cursed France with her egalities ! ^ 

And did Sir Aylmer (deferentially 

With nearing chair and lower'd accent) think — 

For people talk’d — that it was wholly wise 
To let that handsome fellow Averill walk 


So freely with his daughter? people talk’d — 2 

The boy might get a notion into him ; 

Tlie girl might be entangled ere she knew. 

Sir Aylmer Aylmer slowdy stiffening spoke : 

‘ The girl and boy, Sir, know their differences ! ’ 

* Good,* said his friend, ‘ but watch ! ’ and he, ‘ Enough, 
More than enough, Sir ! I can guard my ow'ii.’ 

They parted, and Sir Aylmer Aylmer watch’d. 
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Pale, for on her the tliunclers of tlie house 
Ha*! fallen fii-st, was Edith that same night ; 

Pale as tlie Jephtha’s daughter, a rough piece 280 

Of early rigitl colour, under whicli 

"Witlidrawing by the counter door to that 

Which Leolin open’d, she cast back upon him 

A piteous glance, and vanish’d. He, as one 

Caught in a burst of unexpected storm. 

And pelted with outrageous epithets, l^i 

Turning beheld the Powei*s of the House jO i^’ 

On either side the hearth, indignant ; her, ^ V 

Cooling her false cheek with a featherfan, 

Him, glaring, by his o^WTstale dev il sj)urr’d, ' 290 

And, like a beast hard-ridden, breathing hard. 

‘ Ungenerous, dishonourable, base, 

Presumptuous ! trusted as he was with her. 

The sole succeeder to their wealth, tJjeir lands. 

The last remaining pillar of their house. 

The one transmitter of their anciejit name, 

Their child.’ ‘Our child!’ *Our heiress!’ ‘Oura!’ for 
still, 

Like echoes from beyond a hollow, came 
Her sicklier iteration. Last he said, 

‘ Boy, mark me ! for your fortunes are to make. 300 

I swear you shall not make them out of mine. 

Now inasmuch a.s you have piactised on her, 

Perplext her, made her half forget herself. 

Swerve from her duty to herself and us — 

Things in an Aylmer deem’d impossible, 

Far as we track ouraelves — I say that this — 

Else I withdraw favour and countenance 
From you and yours for ever — shall you do. 

Sir, when you see her — but you shall not see her — 

No, you shall write, and not to her, but me : 

And you shall say that having spoken with me, 
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And after look’d into yourself, you tind 
That you meant nothing — as indeeil you know 
That you meant nothing. Such a match as this ! 
Impossible, prodigious ! ’ These were words. 

As meted by his measxire of himself, 

Arguing boundless forbearance : after which, 

And Leolin’s horror-stricken answer, ‘ I 
So foul a traitor to myself and her, 

Never oh never,’ for about as long 

As the wind-hover hangs in balance, paused 

Sir Aylmer reddening from the storm within, 

Then broke all bonds of courtesy, and crying 
Boy, should I find you by my doors again, 

My men shall lash you from them like a dog ; 

Hence ! wdth a sudden execration drove 
The footstool from before him, ami arose ; 

So, stammering ‘scoundrel’ out of teeth that ground 
As m a dreatlful dream, while Leolin still 
Retreated half-agliast, the fierce old man 
Follow’d, and under his own lintel stood 
Storming with lifted hands, a hoary face 
Meet for the reverence of the hearth, but now. 
Beneath a pale and un ini passion’d moon, 

Vext with unworthy madness, and deform’d. 


Z'20 
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Slowly and conscious of the rageful eye 
That watch'd him, till he heard the ponderous door 
Uose, crashing with long echoes thro' the land 
Went Leohn ; then, his passions all in flood 
And masters of his motion, furiously 
Down thro' the bright lawns to his brother's ran 
^id foam d away his heart at Averill's ear ■ 

Whom Averill solaced as he might, amazed : 

The man was his, had been his father’s, friend : 


340 
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He must have seen, himself had seen it long ; 

He must have known, himself had kno^\^l : besides, 

He never yet had set his daugliter forth 
Here in the woman-markets of the west, 

Wliere our Caucasians let themselves be sold. 

Some one, he thought, ha<l slander’d Leolin to him. 350 
* Brother, for I have loved you more as son 
Tlian brother, let me tell you : I myself — 

What is tlieir pretty saying? jilted, is it? 

Jilted I was : I say it for your peace. 

Pain’d, and, as bearing in niyself the shame 
The woman should have borne, humiliated, 

I lived for yeai-s a stunted sunless life ; 

Till after our good parents })ast away 
Watching 3 'our growth, I seem’d again to grow. 

Leolin, I almost sin in envying you : 360 

The very whitest lamb in all my fold 
Loves you : I know her ; the worst thotight she has 
Is whiter even than her pretty hand : 

She must prove true : for, brother, where two fight 
The strongest wins, and truth and love are strength, 

And you are happ 3 ' : let her parents be. 


But Leolin cried out the more upon them — 

Insolent, brainless, heartless ! heiress, wealth. 

Their wealth, their heiress ! wealth enough was theirs 
For twenty matches. Were he lord of this, 370 

Why twenty bo^’s and girls should marry on it, 

And forty blest ones bless him, and himself 

Be wealthy still, ay wealthier. He believed 

This filthy marriage-hindering Mammon made 

The harlot of the cities : nature crost 

Was mother of the fotd adulteries 

That saturate soul with body. Name, too ! name, 
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Their ancient name ! they might be proud ; its worth 
Was being Edith’s. Ah how pale she had look'd 
Darling, to-night ! they must have i-ated her 380 

Beyond all tolerance. These old pheasant-lords, 

These partridge-breeders of a thousand years, 

Who had mildew’d in their thousands, doing notliing 
Since Egbert — why, the greater their disgrace ! 

Fall back upon a name ! rest, rot in that ! 

Not keep it noble, make it nobler? fools. 

With such a vantage-ground for nobleness ! 

He had known a man, a quintessence of man, 

The life of all— who madly loved — and he. 

Thwarted by one of these oUl father-fools, 390 

Had rioted his life out, and made an end. 

He would not do it ! her sweet face and faith 


Held him from that : but he had powei's, he knew it : 

Back would he to his studies, make a name, 

Name, fortune too : the world should ring of him 

To shame these mouldy Aylmei's in their gi'aves ; 

Chancellor, or what is greatest would he l>e— 

O brother, I am grieved to learn your grief — 

Give me my' fling, and let me sav mV) saj'.’ 

/V/ ^ 


At which, like one that sees his own excess, 400 

And easily forgives it as his owm, 

He laugh’d ; and then was mute ; bxit presently 
Wept like a storm : and honest Averill seeing 
How low his brother’s mood had fallen, fetch'd 
His richest beeswing from a binn reserved 
For banquets, praised the waning red, and told 
Tlie vintage — when this Aylnier came of age — 

Then drank and past it ; till at length the two, 

Tho Leolin flamed and fell again, agreed 

That much allowance must be made for men. 410 
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After an angry dream tlxis kindlier glow 
Faded with morning, but his purpose held. 


Yet once by night again the lovers met, 

A perilous meeting under the tall pines 
That darken’d all tlie northward of her Hall. 

Him, to her meek and modest bosom prest 
In agony, she promised that no force, 

Persuasion, no, nor death could alter her : 

He, passionately hopefuller, would go. 

Labour for his own Edith, and return 
In such a sunlight of prosperity 
He should not be rejected. ‘Write to me! 

They loved me, and because I love their child 
They hate me : there is war between us, dear. 
Which breaks all bonds but ours ; we must remain 
Sacred to one another.’ So they talk’d, 
toor cliildren, for their comfort : the wind blew ; 
Hhe rain of heaven, and their own bitter tears, 
/Tears, and the careless rain of heaven, mixt 
/Upon their faces, as they kiss’d each other 
In darkness, and above them roar’d the pine. 


So Leolin went ; and as we task ourselves 
To learn a language known but smatteringly 
In phrases here and there at random, toil’d 
Mastering the lawless science of our law, 

That codeless myriad of precedent, 

That wilderness of single instances. 

Thro’ which a few, by wit or fortune led, 

May beat a pathway out to wealth and fame. 
The jests, that Hash’d about the pleader’s room, 
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Lightning of the hour, the pun, the scurrilous tale, — 

Old scandals buried now seven decads deep 
In other scandals that have lived aiul died, 

And left the living scandal that shall die— 

Were dead to him already ; bent as he was 
To make disproof of scorn, and strong in hopes, 

And prodigal of all brain-labour he, 

sleep, and wine, and exercise. 

Except when for a breathing-while at eve, 

Some niggarfl fraction of an hour, he ran 
Beside the river-bank : and then indeed 
Harder the times were, and the hands of ))ower 
Were bloodier, and the according hearts of men 
Seem’d harder too ; but the soft river-breeze, 

Which fann’d the gardens of that rival rose 
Yet fragrant in a heart remembering 
His former talks with Edith, on him breathed 
Far purelier in his rushings to and fro, 

After his books, to flush his blood with air, 

Then to Ills books agaiiv ^ly lady’s cousin, <160 

Half-siekening of his pension’d afternoon, 

Drove in upon the student once or twice, 

Ran a Malayan amuck against the tinii^s, 

Had golden hopes for France and all mankind, 

AnsweFd all queries touching those at home 
With a heaved shoulder and a saucy smile, 

' ' / world, 

aii^d him there : his nearer friend would say 
fecrew not the chord too sharply lest it snap.’ 
en left alone he pluck’d her dagger forth 470 

rom where his worldless heart had kept it warm, 

^isBing his vows upon it like a knight. 

And wrinkled benchers often talk’d of him - 
pprovingly, and prophesied his rise: "-v 

For heart, I think, help’d head : her letters too, 
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Tli^ far between, and coming fitfully 
Liice broken rau.sic, written as she found 
Or made occasion, being strictly watcliM, 
Charm’d him thro’ every labyrinth till he saw 
An end, a hope, a light breaking upon him. 


480 



But they that cast her spirit into tlesh, 

Her worldly-wise begetters, plague<l themselves 
To sell her, those good parents, for her good. 
■Whatever el<lest-born of rank or wealth 
Might lie within their compass, him they lured 
Into tlieir net made pleasant by the baits 
Of gold and beauty, wooing hi m .tij_woo. 

So inontli by month the noise about their dooi^s, 
And distant blaze of those dull banquets, made 
he nightly wirer of their innocent hare 
alter before he took it. All in vain, 
ullen, defiant, pitying, wroth, return’d 
Leolin’s rejected rivals from their suit 
So often, that the folly taking wings 
Slipt o’er those lazy limits down the wind 
With rumour, and became in other fields 
A mockery to the yeomen over ale. 

And laughter to their lords : but those at home, 
As hunters round a hunted creature draw 
Tlie cordon close and closer toward the death. 
Narrow’d her goings out and comings in ; 

Forba<l her first the house of Averill, 

Then closed her access to the wealthier farms, 
Last from her own home-circle of the poor 
They barred her : yet she bore it : yet her cheek 
Kept colour : wondrous ! but, O mystery ! 

What amulet drew her down to that old oak, 

So old, that twenty years before, a jjart 
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Falling had let appear the brand of John — 

Once grovelike, each huge arm a tree, but now 
The broken base of a black tower, a cave 
Of touchwood, with a single rioiirishing sj>niy. 
There the manorial lord too curioiislv 
Raking in that 

Found for himself a bitter treasure-trove ; 

Bui-st his own wyveni on the seal, and read 
Writhing a letter from his child, for wliicli 
Came at the moment Leolin’s emissjiry, 

A crij)pled latl, and coming turn’d to tly, 

But scared with threats of jail and halter gave 

To him that fluster’d his poor j)arish wits 

The letter which he brought, aiul swore besides 

To play their go-between as heretofore 

Nor let them know themselves betiay’d ; and then. 

Soul-stricken at tlieir kindness to him, went 

Hating his own leiin heart and miserable. 
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Thenceforward oft from out a des|X)t dream 
Tlie father jjanting woke, and oft, as dawn \ 

Aroused the black republic on his elms, 

Sweeping the frothily from the fescue brush’d i 530 

Thro the dim meadow toward his treasure-trove, 

Seized it, took home, and to my lady, — who made ’) 

A downward crescent of her minion mouth, ■« : * 

Listless in all despondence, — read ; and tore, 

As if the living passion symbol’d there 

Were living nerves to feel the rent; and burnt, 

Now chafing at his own great self detied, 

Now striking on huge stumbling-blocks of acorn 
In babyisms, and dear diminutives 

Scatter’d all over the vocabulary 540 

fBI PRATAP OOLLSQS LIBHauIv 
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Of such a love as like a chidden child, 

After much wailing, hush’d itself at last 
Hopeless of answer ; then tho’ Averill wrote 
And bad him with good heart sustain himself— 
All would be well— the lover heeded not. 

But passionately restless came and went, 

And rustling once at night about the place. 
There by a keeper shot at, slightly hurt, 

Raging return’<l ; nor was it well for her 
Kept to the garden now’, and grove of pines, 
Watch’d even there ; and one was set to watch 
The watcher, and Sir Aylmer watch d them all. 
Yet bitterer from his readings : once indeed, 
Warm’d with his wines, or taking pride in her, 
She look’d so sweet, he kiss’d her tenderly 
Not knowing what possess’d him : that one kiss 
Was Leolin’s one strong rival upon earth ; 
Seconded, for ray lady follow’d suit. 

Seem’d hope’s returning rose ; and then ensued 
A Martin’s summer of his faded love. 

Or ordeal by kindness ; after this 
He seldom crost his child without a sneer ; 

Tlie mother flow’d in shallower acrimonies ; 
Never one kindly smile, one kindly word : 

So that the gentle creature shut from all 
Her charitable use, and face to face 
With twenty months of silence, slowly lost 
Nor greatly cared to lose, her hold on life. 

Last, some low fever ranging round to spy 
Tlie weakness of a people or a house. 

Like flies that haunt a wound, or deer, or men. 
Or almost all that is, hurting the hurt— 

Save Christ as we believe him— found the girl 
And flung her dow'n upon a couch of fire. 
Where careless of the household faces near, 
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And crying upon the name of Lenlin, 

She, and with lier tlie mce of Aylmer, past. 


Star to star vibmtes light ; may soul to soul 
Strike thro’ a finer element of her own i 
So, from afar, — touch as at once ■ or whv 580 

That night, that moment, when she named his name, 

Did the keen sliriek ‘Yes love, yes, Editli, yes,’ 

Shi ill, till the comrade of his chambei's woke. 

And came upon him half-arisen from sleep, 

With a weiitl bright eye, sweating ami trembling, 

His hair as it were cmckling into flames, 

His body half flung forwaril in pui-suit, 

And his long arms stretch’d as to grasp a flyer : 

Nor knew he wherefore he had made the cry ; 

And being much befool’d find idioted 590 

By the rough amity of the other, sank 
As into sleep again. The second day, 

My lady’s Indian kinsman rushing in, 

A breaker of the bitter news from home, 

Found a dead man, a letter edged with <]eath f 
Beside him, and the dagger which himself 
Gave Edith, redden’d with no liandit’s blood : 

‘From Edith’ was engraven on the blatle. 


Then Averill went and gazed upon his death. 

And when he came again, his flock believed— 600 

Beholding how the years which are not Time’s 
Had blasted him — that many thousand days 
Were dipt by horror from his term of life. 

Yet the sad mother, for the second death 
Scarce touch’d her thro’ that nearness of the first 
And being used to find her pastor texts, 
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Sent to the Imr.ow'd brother, praying hun 
To speak before the people of her eliihl. 

And fixt the Sabbath, Darkly that day lose: 
Antuinns mock sunshine of the faded woods 
Was all tlje life of it ; for liar.l on these, 

A breathless burthen of low-folded heavens 
Stifled an.l chill’d at once ; but every roof 
Sent out a listener: many too had known 
Edith among the hamlets round, and since 
The parents’ harshness and the hapless loves 
And double death were widely murmur’d, left 
Their own gray tower, or idain-faced tabernacle, 
To hear him ; all in mourning these, and those 
With blots of it about them, ribbon, gdove 
Or kerchief ; while the church,— one night, except 
For greeui.sh glimmerings thro’ the lancets, —made 
Still i)aler the pale head of him, who towel d 
Above them, with his hopes in either grave. 


Long o’er his bent brows lingeFd Averill, 

His face magnetic to the hand from wliich 
Livid he pluck’d it forth, and labour’d thro’ 

His brief prayer- prelude, gave the vei-se ‘Behold, 
Your house is left unto 3-011 desolate!’ 

But lapsed into so long a pause again 
As half amazed half frighted all his flock : 

Then from his height and loneliness of grief 
Bore down in flood, and dash’d his angry heart 
Against the desolations of the world. 


Never since our bad earth became one sea, 
Which rolling o’er the palaces of the proud. 
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And all but those wlio knew the living CJocl — 

Eiglit that were left to make a purer wnihl — 

When since had flood, fire, earthquake, thuiuler, wro\ight 
Such waste an<l havock as the idolatries, C40 

Which from the low light of moi*taIity 
Shot u]) their shadows to the Heaven of Heavens, 

And woi-shipt their own darknc.-i-s in the Higliest ? 

Gash tliyself, priest, and honour thy luute Ikiiil, 

And to thy woi"st self sacrifice thyself, 

For with thy woi-st self hast tliou clothed thy God 
Then came a Lord in no wise like to Baiil. 

The babe shall lead the lion. Surely now 
Tlie wilderness shall blossom as the rose. 

Crown thyself, v'orin, and woi-shlp thine own lusts! — GoO 

No coarse and blockish Gotl of acreage 

StancU at thy gate for thee to grovel to- - 

Thy Go<l is far diffused in noble groves 

Aiul princely halls, and farms, an<l flowing lawns, 

And heaps of living gold that «laily grow, 

And title-scrolls and gorgeous heraldries. 

In such a shape dost thou behold thy Go.h 
Thou wilt not gash thy flesh for him ; for thine 
Fares richly, in fine linen, not a hair 

Ruffled upon tlie scarf.skin, even while 660 

The deathless ruler of thy dying hou.se 
Is wounded to the death that cannot die ; 

And tho’ thou numberest with the followei's 
Of One who cried, “ Leave all and follow me ’ 

Thee therefore with Ilis light about thy feef. 

Thee with His message ringing in thine ears, 

Thee shall thy brother man, the Lord from Heaven, 

Born of a village girl, carpenter’s son, 

Wonderful, Prince of peace, the Miglity Go<l, 

Count the more base idolater of the two ; 

Crueller ; as not passing thro’ the fire 
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Bodies, but souls— thy children’s— thro’ the smoke, 
The blight of low desires — darkening thine own 
To thine own likeness ; or if one of these, 

Thy better born unhappily from thee, 

Should, as by roimcle, grow straight and fair 
Friends, I was bill to speak of such a one 
By those who most have cause to sorrow for her— 
Fairer than Rachel by the palmy well, 

Fairer than Ruth among the fields of corn, 

Fair as the Angel that said “Hail!” she seem’d, 

Who entering fillM the house with sudden light. 

For so mine own was brighten’d : where indeed 
The roof .so lowly but that beam of Heaven 
Dawn’d sometime tliro’ the iloorway ? whose the babe 
Too rngged to be fondled on her lap, 

Warm’d at her bosom 1 The poor child of shame 
The common care whom no one cared for, leapt 
To greet her, wasting his forgotten heart, 

As with the mother he had never known. 

In gambols ; for her fresh and innocent eyes 
Had such a star of morning in their blue, 

That all neglected places of the field 

Broke into nature’s music when they saw her. 

Low was her voice, but won mysterious way 
Thro’ the seald ear to which a louder one 
Was all but silence— free of alms her hand — 

The hand that robed your cottage-walls with dowel's 
H{\s often toil’d to clothe your little ones; 

How often placed upon the sick man s bi'ow 
Cool’d it, or laid his feverous pillow smooth ! 

Had you one sorrow and she shared it not ? 

One burthen and she would not lighten it? 

One spiritual doubt she did not soothe? 

Or when some heat of difference sparkled out, 

How sweetly would she glide between your wraths, 
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And steal von from each other ! for she walk’d 
"Wearinff the lijtht voke of that Lord of love, 

Who stillM the rolling wave of Galilee ! 

And one — of him I was not bi<l to speak— 710 

Was alwavs with her, whom von also knew. 

Him too you loved, for he was worthy love. 

And these had been together from the first ; 

They might have been together till the la.st. 

Friends, this fi-ail bark of oui's, when sorely tried, 

May wreck itself without the pilot’s guilt. 

Without the captain’s knowledge : hope with me. 

Whose shame is that, if he went lienee with shame ? 

Nor mine the fault, if losing both of these 
I cry to vacant chaii-s and widow'd walls, 720 

“ My house is left unto me desolate.” ’ 


V 


While thus he spoke, his henrei's wept ; but some, 
Sons of the glebe, with other frowns than those 
That knit themselves for summer shadow, scowl’d 
At their great lord. He, when it seem’d he saw 
No pale sheet-lightnings from afar, but fork’d 
Of the near storm, and aiming at his head, 

Sat anger-charm’d from sorrow, soldier-like. 

Erect : but when the preacher’s cadence llow’d 
Softening thro’ all the gentle attrib\ites 
Of his lost chihl, the wife, who watch’d his face, 
Paled at a sudden twitch of his iron mouth ; 

And ‘O pray God that he hold up* she thought 
‘Or surely I shall shame myself and him.’ 


/ 
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‘ Nor yours the blame — for who beside your hearths 
Can take her place — if echoing me you cry 
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“ Our house is left unto us desolate ” ? 

But thou, O thou tliat killest, hadst thou known, 

O tliou that stonest, hadst thou understood 

The things belonging to thy peace and ours ! 740 

Is there no prophet but the voice that calls 

Doom upon kings, or in the waste “Repent”? 

Is not our own child on the narrow wav. 

Who down to tliose that saunter in the broad 
Cries “Come up hither,” as a prophet to us? 

Is there no stoning save with flint and rock? 

Yes, as the dead we w’eep for testify — 

No desolation but by sword and fire ? 

Yes, as your meanings w'itness, and myself 

Am lonelier, darker, earthlier for my loss. 750 

Give me your prayers, for he is past your prayei*s, 

Not past the living fount of pity in Heaven. 

But I that thought myself long-suffering, meek. 

Exceeding “poor in spirit” — how the wor<ls 
Have twisted back upon themselves, and mean 
Vileness, we are grown so proud — I wish’d my v'oice 
A rushing tempest of the wrath of God 
To blow these sacrifices thro’ the world — 


Sent like the twelve-divided concubine 

To inflame the tribes : but there — out yonrler — earth 760 
Lightens from her own central Hell — O there 
The red fruit of aii old idolatrv — 

The heads of chiefs and princes fall so fast, 

Thev cling together in the gha.stlv sack — 

The land all shambles — naked marriages 

Flash from the bridge, and ex^t-murrler’d France, 

By shores that darken with the gathering wolf, 


Runs in a river of blood to the sick sea. 
Is this a time to madden madness then ? 




Was this a time for these to flaunt their pride? 
May Pharaoh’s darkness, folds as dense as those 
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Which hid the Holiest from the peo]tU*’s evcs5 
Ere the great death, shroud this great sin from all ! 
Doubtless our narrow world must canvass it : 

O mther pmy for tho.se and pity them. 

Who, thro’ their own clesire accomplish'd, brin'T 
Their own gmy liairs with sorrow to the grave — 

Wlio broke the bond which thev desired to break. 

Which else had link’ll their race with times to come — 
Who wove coarse webs to snare her purity, 780 

Grossly contriving tlieir dear daughter’.s good — 

Poor souls, and knew not what thev did, but sat 
Ignorant, devising their own daughters ileath ! 

May not that earthly chastisement suthce ? 

Have not our love and reverence left them bare? 

Will not another take their heritage i 

Will there be children’s laughter in their hall 

For ever and for ever, or one stone 

I.^ft on another, or is it a light thing 

That 1, their guest, their host, their ancient friend, 790 

I made by these the last of all my race. 

Must cry to these the last of tlioirs, as cricil 
Christ ere His agony to those that swore 
Not by the temple but the gold, and made 
Their own traditions God, and slew the Lord, 

And left their memories a world’s curse — “Behold, 

Your house is left unto you desolate”?’ 


Ended he had not, but she brook’d no more : 

Long since her heart had beat reinorsele.ssly, 

Her cram]>t*iip sorrow pain’d lier, and a sense 800 

Of meanness in her unresisting life. 

Then their eyes vext lier ; for on entering 
He had cast the curtains of their seat aside — 

Black velvet of the costliest — she herself 
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Had seen to that : fain had she closed them now, 
Yet dared not stir to do it, only near’d 
Her husband inch by inch, but when she laid, 
Wifelike, her hand in one of his, lie veil’d 
His face with the otlier, and at once, as falls 
A creeper when the prop is broken, fell 
Tlie woman shrieking at his feet, and swoon d. 
Then her own people bore along the nave 
Her j)endent hamls, and narrow meagre face 
Seam’d with the shallow cares of fifty years : 

And her the Lord of all the landscape round 
Ev’n to its last horizon, and of all 
Who peer’d at him so keenly, follow’d out 
Tall and erect, but in the middle aisle 
Reel’d, as a footsore ox in crow<Ied ways 
Stumbling across the market to his death, 
Unpitied ; for he groped as blind, and seem’d 
Always about to fall, gi-asping the pews 
And oaken finials till he touch d the door , 

Yet to tlic.Jycligate, where his chariot stood, 
Strode from the porch, tall and erect again. 


810 



820 


But nevermore did either pass the gate 
Save under pall with bearers. In one month, 

Thro’ weary and yet ever wearier houra, 

The childless mother went to seek her child ; 

And when he felt the silence of his house 830 

About him, and the change and not the change, 

And those fixt eyes of painted ancestoi-s 
Staring (or ever from their gilded walls 
On him their last descendant, his own head 
Began to droop, to fall ; the man became 
Imbecile ; his one word was ‘ desolate ; ’ 

Dead for two years before his death was he ; 
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But when the second Christinas came, escaped 
His keepers, and the silence which he felt, 

To find a deeper in the narrow gloom 840 

By wife and child ; nor wanted at his einl 
The dark retinue reverencing death 
At golden thresholds ; nor from teinhn- hearts, 

And those who sorrow’d o’er a vanishM lace. 

Pit)’, the violet on the tyrant’s grave. 

Then the great Hall was wln»lly broken down, 

And the broad woodland paicell'd into farms ; 

^nd where the two contrived thc-ir dangliter’s good, 
i|Lies the hawk’s cast, the mole has made his run, 
friie hedgehog underneath the plantain bor«s, 850 

I ^he rabbit fondles his own harmless face. 

The slow-worm creeps, ami the thin weasel there 
Follows the mouse, and all is open lieldv/' 



NOTES. 


1. Dust are our frames etc. The moral of the poem . is given 
in tlic opening lines : Man is but a creature of the dust ; his 
pride of wealth or ancestry is miserably vain and transient, — a 
fair outside, which shrinks into nothingness when brought into 
contact with the stern realities an«l mighty events of human life. 
Cf. Bible, f/oicsM, ii. 7 : “ And the Lord (iod formed man of the 
dust of the ground ” ; an<l ih. iii. 10 : “ Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” Note that “gilded dust ” aiul “ pri'lc ” 
are in apposition to each other. 

Like that long-buried body etc. An experience of this kind 
followed the opening of an Ktruscan tomb at the ancient city of 
TarqiiiniL near Corneto, in Italy. The discovery was made by 
Carlo Avvolta, a native of Corneto. Wliile digging into a burial- 
mound for stones to men<l a road, Signor .-\vvolta broke into the 
tomb of an Ktrusean Lucuino or prince. “ I beheld,” he says, “ a 
warrior stretchcfl on a couch of rock, and in a few minutes I sa%v 
him vanish, as it were, under my eyes, for ns the atmosphere en- 
tered the sepulchre, the armour, thoroughly o.xidised, enimbled 
away into most minute particles ; so that in a short time scarcely 
a vestige of what I had seen was left on the couch.” Tlie golden 
crown worn by the dead prince was so fi-agile that nil Tut a 
small portion of it crumbled into dust on its way to Rome. 

6. SUpt. glided, crumbled unawares. The word well expresses 
the suddenness and unexpectedness of the phenomenon. 

8. grizzled, gray-haired. From French grif*, gray. 

10. a mine of memories, full of information about old events. 
Memoric-t = things remembered. 

12. And been himself etc. The old man had himself been pre- 
sent at the events he relates. Cf. Vergil, ^Kntid, ii. 6 ; 
pa/t's magna fill, of which I f /Eneas) was a great part; and 

. 28 
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Ulyosesy 18 : “I am a part of all that I have met.’' Similarly 
Byron (Childe HaroUly ni. 72) writc-s : 

“ I live not in myself, hut I become 
Portion of that arouml me.” 


13. Sir Aylmer Aylmer. Notice the rc<luplicate(l Norman name, 
the Christian or personal name being the same as the family name, 
almighty an epithet ordinarily cotifined to the Deity. It leads 
up to the appellation (’‘ (loti ") in the next line. 

14. The county God, lt>oketl up to and almost worshij)ped by 
•veryone in the county us the supreme authority. 

15. shields, on which were blazoned the arms of his ancestors. 
These shields were hung, in the picture, from the branches of the 
tree, the family tree etc. The genealogical tree of his family was 
depicted as growing out of the chest of its royal founder, repre- 
sented as lying on his back. The midriff or diaphragm is the 
muscle that separates the chest from the abdomen. 

17. wyvem, a kind of two-legged <lragon common in heraUlry. 
The word is a doublet of vijK.r. blazing, because it uas gihled, 
and flashed in the sunlight, weathercock d the spire. I'lie figure 
of a wyvern formed the vane or weathercock on the spire of tlic 
castle tower. irta^AorocI’ (i.c. wind-cock) has come to be 
synonymous with vane, because the vane was often in the form 
of a cock. 


18. Stood from, was depicted in relief ujion. wing'd, sur- 
mounted with its winged form. 

19. swang, archaic for HU'ttny. The wyvern, as a prominent 

part of the Aylmer arms, was fi'e(|uently used as a sign by the inns 
in the county, windy, because inn signs are often suspended 
by iron hooks from horizontal bars aflixed to lofty posts in the 
open road in front of the inns, and so are exposed to tlie wind. 
Cf. Locknfey Hall Sixty lVar.< 247 : 

“ There is one old Hostel left us where they swing the 
Lockslcy shield.” 

20. Whose, t.e. Sir Aylmer’s,/ pyramidal, rising to a point, 
like a pyramid. The long, narrow hcail points to the intellectual 
narrowness of the man. 

21. Saw from etc., i.c. all the land within sight round his hall 
was his own property. 

22. The subject of the sentence, “Sir Aylmer Aylmer,” is re- 
peated in the “ he ” of this line. 

24. regretfully. His love for her was mingled with regret that 
she had not been a boy instead of a girl. 

25. he that marries etc., the man that marries Edith shall take 
the name of Aylmer, so that the Aylmer name may not become 
extinct. 
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26. flat, decree. Lat. ./m/, ‘ let it be done,’ 3rd person singular, 
present s(i))junctive, of /7o. Similarly foi*jned substantives are 
exit (‘he goe.s out’), rA./n-jV ( ‘ it is wanting ’), fn/fres/(‘it is pro- 
fitable ’). 

27. a faded beauty of the Baths. She had formerly been a 
belle at tlie fashionable watcring-})lijces, such as Cheltenham or 
Tunbi idge Wells, but had now lost hei- goo»l looks. 

2S. Insipid etc., as shallow ami characterless a.s the figure of 
the (jueen on a j)laying-card. 

29. 30. Her all ..sun. the .sum total of her intelligence and 
behaviour l>eing little better than a feeble reflection of her hus- 
band. sickly, faint, shining through a veil of mist or cloud. Cf. 
Campbell, 'I'hc Lei'fl Man, 11 : “ The Sun’s eye had a sickly glare. ” 

31. A land of hops. Ifop.s are grown in the south of England, 
especially in Kent and Sussex, poppy-mingled. 'I’he poppy, a 
weed with a bright red flower, often grows wihl in English wlieat- 
(lehls. The scene of the story is placed in southern rural Eng- 
land, the «Uillest and quietest paj-t of the country’. 

3,3. sleepy, slnggi.sh, stationary, beliiml the times. See 1. 4.7. 

,3."). Where almost etc. The villagers had so little ijitercoiirse 
with the outsiilo world that they mostly intermarried with one 
another, and so they nearly all had the same name. 

3(5-33. Where Aylmer ... Thrice over. Three generations of con- 
temporary .Ayhncrs and Avcrills had followed one another at the 
Hall ami (he Rectory respective!}-. 

39. Bound In etc., united together by a friemlsliip of very long 
standing. Sec 1. I3G. 

40. Open to each other. The inmates of Rectory and Hall 
intoVchanged visits freely. 

41. That Love ... closer, that there could he any intermarriage 
between the two families, well had made, would certainly have 
ma<lc. 

42. bristle up, an efleet comnmnly attributed to fear or horror. 

Cf. Shaks. Hamlet, i. v. 18-‘20, where the (ihost says ho could un- 
fold a tale which woubl make 


Thy knottcil ami combined locks to part 
Ami eacli particular liair to stand an end. 

Like quills upon the fretful porpentine. ” 

And Bible, Job iv. 17 : “ Then a spirit passed before my face ; 
the hair of my flesh stood up.” 

44, 47. sons of men Daughters of God. Cf Bible, Genesis, 
vi, 2: “The sops of God saw the daughters of men that they 
were fair: and they took them wives of all which they chose.” 
In the “inverted scripture,” the term “ sons of men ” {mstea<l 
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of “sous of Gotl ’ ) points to the males of the Averill family ; 
while in “ daujjhters of Cod ” (instead of “ daughters of men ' ) 
the females of the Aylmer house are alluded to. 

46-48. Probably Averill, if he had wi.sbed, might, like Sir 
Aylmer, have placed on tlio walls of his humbler alio<le his 
genealogical tree witli luuncrous coats of arms suspended from it. 
See 1. 15. • 


47. range of roofs. In allusion to the rambling and irregularly 
built rectories of former da^’s, u'ith gables of variou.s heights. 

50^2. When the red ... to death, it. in tlie times of the Wars of 
the Roses between the houses of York and T..iincastcr. redder 
than^itself, redder (with blood) than it was by nature. Cf. 

**^^*^*' rose. ’ With wounded peace etc., wilii the 

civil discord and bloody warfare c.f which each ha<l been the 
cause. Cf. Shaks. ilKury V. v. ii. ‘14: “Naked, iioor, and 
mangled iieacc.” 

o3. ‘ Not proven,’ i.c. Avet ill’s verdict on the nuc.stion of 
whether there had been a marriage bclwecn the two families, 
was that the ease was not provul. Scolcli lawjillows the \ eiilict 
^ Aot pioveii, when the (as opj)Osed to the ininiif) evidence 

suflicient for a convictir)ii. in addition to the *(!uilty’ and 
Not guilty of English law. The pa.st paiticij)ial form 
Illustrates the tendency of Northein liritain to turn weak verbs 
into strong ones ; cf. Scotch putUn (for nut), lijhu (for 

o6. He lean’d etc., he desired to be C8t<cmed for bis own merits 
and not for his lineage. 

/ <>9. Call d to the bar. To qualify for a call to llic bar {!.(. for 
>ecoming a barrister), a law-student has to keep 12 terms at one 

^ iillf • and note. For the repetition of 

call d in this line, see note to 1. 4H7. 

GO. one low voice, i.e.. the soft voice of Edith. Cf. dfund, 
1 art II. iv. 5 ; “ The <lelight of low replies ” (said of lovers’ talk). 

62. A distant kinship etc. Leolin, unlike Averill. would often 

claim a distant blood-relationship with Edith, who.se gentle 

heart beat faster with loving emotion as she listened to what he 
said. 

/^64. Sanguine, of a ruddy complexion, fresh-coloured. Shak- 
spere (1 th.nry VI. iv. i. 92) applies the epithet to the leaves of 
a rose, but, only, ju.st. 

65. Islet, the bright-red centre of the blos.soin of the chestnut 
T ts short for cfu’ste.r-mtt, rhraten representing the 

Lttt. Cutanea, from Castana, a city in Pontus where chestnut 
trees abounded. Damnon (Dumuscus) and ruarh {Pcrsieu.s) have 
a similar derivation. 
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66. atiU, ever, continually. 

67. Joyful ...JoyfiU. See note to 1. 487. 

68. Beneath etc., from underncatli a flo^ving mass of golden 
hair as thick as a lion's mane. Cf. The Princess, VI. 148 : 

“ Lioness, 

That with your long locks play the Lion's mane !” 

69. "^eir best and brightest, i.c. his eyes sparkled most tenderly 
and hriglitly of all when they looked into her ej’es. In ‘ beam’d 
their best (beaming) ’ theie is an ellipse of the cognate oliject, as 
in ‘ he tried his hardest (trying),’ ‘ he breathed his last (breath).’ 

^ 1 * t • 

70. Edith, in apjiosition with her in hers { = ‘ the eyes of lier ’). 
pensive beauty etc. Her face woidd have been perfectly beauti- 
ful but for its somewhat siid expression. 

il. subject to etc., readily influenced by circumstances or 
feelings ; cf. II. 75-77. 

/2 Shone like a mystic star etc. Her beauty was more 
striking at one time than at another, (like the variable star of 
Astronomy with its maxima and minima of brightness. H. T.] 
The term ‘glory,’ for brightness, is adopted from Bible, 1 Cor. 
XV. 41 : “ One star iliflereth from another star in glory.” 

74. bounteously made, (healthfully and beautifully made. 
H. T.J Cf. 1. 107. 

75. so finely. Her frame or constitution was so delicate and 
sensitive. 

77. A Joyous etc., a joyful influence seemed to make her form 
expand, as a flower opens wlicn turned to the sunlight. So, 
under the influence of love and faith, Laodamia's “ bosom heaves 
and spreads, her stature grows ” (Wordsworth. Laodamia, 11). 

80. So much the boy foreran, Leolin was so mucli (viz. five 
years) older than Editli. date, age. 

82. decad, an aggregate consisting of ton ; here, ten years. It 
is usually spelt decade ; but 1 ennyson prefers the spelling decad, 
os placing the accent on the first syllable ; cf. Milton’s //m/arf for 
the modern drn/cide (Par. Lost, II. .532). D^rar/and Aa//'are to be 
parsed as adverbial objectives of Amount or Degree. 

85, 86.^ with her dipt... prone swing, the swift downward 
(“ prone ) motion of the swing made the air rush against their 
faces. Note the rhythm of 1. 86, with its unusual number of un- 
accented syllables expressing rapid motion ; see General Intro- 
duction, p. xix, (/3). Scan : 

“ Against | the rush | of the air | in the | prdne swing.” 

87. blossom-baU, flowei-s with their interlaced stalks, all 
gathered to the centre and the blossoms outside, so as to form a 


XOTE.S. 


33 


ball of blossom, daisy-chain, daisje.s with their stalks fastened 
together by being inserted into one another throiigli holes made 
Ml each stalky so as to make a chain or festoon. 

SS. sowd her name etc. He planted seeds (of cress, etc.) 
in lines and circles representing the letters of her name, so that, 
when they grew up, the word Edith uppeare<l in green characters. 

90. fairy footings, circles of rank grass, once supiiosed to 
be produced by tlic dancing of fairies on the spot, but now 
known to be the result of the circular piopagation of a fungus 
below the surface, the decay of which manures the soil and 

Ttmjjesf, v. i. 


“ You demi-puppets that 
By moonshine do the green sour ringlets make, 
\\ hereof the ewe not bites.” 

Merri/ irire.f of U'imlwr, v. v. C9. 70 : 

“And nightly, meadow-fairies, look you sing. 
Like to the Carter’s compass, in a ring.” 

Ami Midsuimuey Xifjht's Dream, n. i. 86: 

“ To dance our ringlets to the whistling wind.” 
Also Drayton’s Xi/mphidia, 69-72 : 


“And in their courses make that Round, 

In Meadowes and in Marshes found. 

Of them so call’d the Fayrie grouml.” 

K?' palms ... fairy pines. The couslip, with its bare, 

cluster of drooping flowers at the top, looks, 
in the children s fancy, like a miniature palm-tree; the mare’s- 
tail, with Its erect -stem and whorls or horizontal outgrowth of 
lea\es at short intervals, looks like a miniature pine-tree. The 
common ALire &-tail {If{/,/nirU Viihjaris) is plentiful not only in 
l.reat Britain but throughout Europe and North America. For 
fairy, cf. J he Jirook, 45: “Many a fairy foreland.” 

93. the tiny pitted target etc. Some flowers, like the dande- 
lion, when run to seed, bear a fanciful resemblance to little 
targets stuck full of minute, fcutliered arrows. Cf. The Poet 19* 

Ihe arrow-secds of the field flouer.” English children are 
J? 1 these feathery seeds, the number of whifl’s 

wluV ^* 1 ^®? to disengage them all being supposed to represent 

(Where the seeds are inserted). 

children “pretended,” in their play, 
that the cowslips were fairy palms, etc. 

96. forged, made up, invented ; used in a good sense here. 
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97. But that was later, i.e. he made up and told her these 
tales when he had grown somewhat older. 

100. Crown’d, rewarded with success, sketches, descriptions. 

101. a passion yet unborn, a feeling of love as yet un- 
developed. 

102. the music of the moon, the song which the nightingale 
sings to the moon or by moon-light. Cf. Southey, liodtrick, 
XXI. : 

“And now tlie nightingale ... poured 
To the cold moon a richer, stronger strain 
'rhan that with which the lyric lark salutes 
The new-born day.” 

This song is represented as dormant in the egg till the young 
bird is hatched, and becomes able to sing it. plain. The 
greenish-brown eggs of the nightingale give no outward sign of 
the harmony that lurks within them ; and similarly Leolin's 
“ rude sketches ” gave no hint of their hidden jiassion. 

105. Temple-eaten terms, terms spent in studying law at the 
Temple. Three ilinners at least have or had to he eatct» 
in Hall each term i)y the Temple law-students. Hence the 
phrase ‘ to eat one’s terms,’ t.e. to be a law-st»ident. The Inner 
and the Mi«ldle Temple are two of the four Inns of Court in 
London conferring the degree of Barrister-at-law. 

107. in lavish bounty moulded, liberally endowed with beauty 
of form. Cf. “bounteously made,” 1. 74. 

108. the maiden woman-grown, when the maiden had grown 
into a woman ; — an absolute clause. 

100. wasted, spent freely ; cf. 1. 6S9. Wa-s/e has little or no 
reproachful meaning here ; cf. Milton, Sonnet, XX. 4 ; 

“ When shall we sometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help waste a sullen <lay ? ” 

And Par. Lo^t. ir. 694-.3 : 

“ Here condemned 

To waste eternal days in woe and pain.” 

And Sir Lancelot and Queen Oninevere, 1. 44 : 

“To waste his whole heart in one kiss 
Upon her perfect lips.” 

I^olin used fref|uently to come and stay with his brother. First, 
he spent the Easter vacation with him ; ne.xt he came for the 
Midsummer, and finally for the Christmas vacation. 

110. The tented winter-fleld etc. A hop-ganlen in ^^•inte^ 
time, with the hop-poles stacked leanmg against one another 
in separate, tent-shaped groups all o^•er the ground, is 
compared to a field covered with the tents of an encamp- 
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mg army; the ^me garden in spring, with the hop-poles 
set up to support the stems, is compared to an army iu battle 
array with spears erect. 

112. That soon should wear the garland, that were soon, in 
autumn, to be wreatlied with clusters of hop-flowers. 

hop-cones were 

ptheied and the stems removed from the poles. Z?</rr is used 

rough, scaly cone produce<l by the hop plant ; bine 

for the long twining stem, much like that of the vine Cf 
tcooabnie. ’ 

eanJp*! phosphorescence, luminosity as seen in sea water, ami 

Tu\lf iL 7 numbers of light giving animal- 

TTiIvf« ^ ! 1" .monotony (like stagnant water) of Hfii at the 
tidei of in upon by the youthful spirits (like a rushing 

the spi a sparkling gaiety (like phospliorescence on 

surface is broken by waves) which was <le. 

Sptrel; .‘“ 633 " 

far - dignified attitude so 

i f Hpproval. half-allowing, half-ajiproving. This 
e ‘ ‘to applaud,’ anil differs fiom 

TroiYl^ ’•Z''®"' ‘to assign.’ Ci. Shak.s. 

with perhaps 

wiiii a play upon the other sense of the word. * * 

chlractS%?Z*?.!.Z‘*'’ *"1 P' i<le was too deeply rooted in l.is 
dem^nour! outwardly in his 

In hl8 Aylmerism, showing all the suner- 
r^r >’0^/11^“”''%*'^^ that characterised the Ayllner 
aTl' Browning’s (The /^iun 

the diimitv^f Vl ' ^'J'Vtai' coinage “ Fraiiceschinihood,'" 

vii 51^0000 Frnnccschini family; and Cicero’s (/awi. IH. 

1^. Newfoundland’s, Newfoundland dog’s (M-alking Mith her). 

of hiLha'in*' J*'*' ‘^t the end 

yfa\k. ' *^king in his eagerness to accompany them in their 

®tiould Love ... Master of all. People often fall 
Io\e with each other at their first casual meeting, when their 
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mutual glances sucUlenly kindle the flame of love ; but it is 
seldom that those who liave been on familiar terms ^with each 
other from early youth (‘‘dawn ’) become lovers, ^^hen, how- 
ever, tliat happens, their love gains a complete mastery oyer 
them, the cross -lightnings etc. Cf. Shaks. Merchant of I tmcCy 

in, ii. C7. OS : 

“ It (Love) is engendered in the eyes, 

With gazing fed.*' 

And Cumhtliue, v. v. 394-5: “She, like hannless lightning, 
tlirows lier eye on Jiiin/’ H. Coleridge also sings of “ tlie lo^ e' 
ligljt in her (his mistress s) eye.** For master of a//, cf. the refrain 
of Albert fJneine’s song in Scott’s Lay of the La-sl Minstrel: 
“ Love shall still he lore! of all.” 

134-135. a bar Between them, unconscious of any obstacle to 
their union ; not “ knowing their differences ” (1. 274). 

135 plight or broken ring. They had not plighted their 
troth to each other (i.c. they were not engaged to be married), 
nor had tliey each taken half of a broken ring, as lovers some- 
times do in token of their betrothal. 

136. an immemorial intimacy, see 1. 39 and note. 

138 that hung etc., that kept watch over her peace ami com- 
fort as a mother bird broods over her young ones. Cf. Christ s 
words of yearning over Jerusalem : “ How often would I have 
tratherc.l thy chil'dren together, even as a hen gathoreth her 
chickens under her wings ! ” (Bible, MattheiCy xxiii. 3/) 

140. other, i.e. other than a brother’s love, viz. that of a lover. 

142. Gather’d the blossom etc., in<lnlgc»l their love for each 
other, of wliich the supply was inexhaustible. For the meta- 
phorical bloH.'iom, cf. The Princessy Proloyney 163 (of College 
undergraduates) : 

“ (They) caught the blossom of the flying terms.” 

For The magic cup, cf. Byron, Chihle Harold, ill. 8: “Life’s 
cnchantc<l cup ” (i.c. the pleasures of life). 

144. half reveal'd her to herself, gave her a hint of what her 
real feelings were towards LeoHn. For the “whisper,” see 11. 
187, 188. 

145. her lodges, the lodges or gate keepers’ houses at the 
different gates of her father’s grounds. 

146. a silence. The brook ran smoothly in places, and so 
made no sound. 

147. sallowy, with sallows or willows on its banks. Sallow is 
from the root sar, to flow, because it grows near water. 
See note to 1. 539. Willows are called “sallies” in Here- 
fordshire. 
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149. dlm^pl^g died into each other. Tlie knolls were full 
oi sloping hollows, where they met and were lost in one another. 

150. a nest in bloom, embosomed in flowers, as a nest is in 
foliage. Cf. Cowper, Task, i. 225-7 : 

, “So thick beset 

ith foliage of such dark redundant growth, 

I call’d the low-roof’d lodge the pea-sauT.s 
And Enoch Arden, 1. 59, who 

“ made a home 

For Annie, neat and nest like.” 

152. summer-blanch’d etc. Tlie walls of the cottage were 
covered m summer with the white blossoms of the traveller's, 
joy Vualba), and in autumn covered partly with its 

feathery seed-vessels and partly with i^■y. These feathery seed- 
vessels have a resemblance to grey hair, hence the jdant is some- 
times called Old Mans Beard (“ parcel-bearded ”). It is calleil 
Iraveller s-Joy because in winter it is one of the most conspicuous 
and ornamental of wayside idant.s. Cf. The GoliUn Year, 1. c;i : 

“ Like an oaken. stock in winter woods 
O er flourished with the hoary clematis.” 

^ composition, compare Shakspero, 2 Ihury IV. ii. 

1. 94, “a parcel-gilt goblet.” 

15.5. The w^m-blue breathings etc., the blue smoke of a fire- 
place inside the cottage came out of a chimney tliat was covered 
with vine and honeysuckle. Cf. Princess, vn. 201 : 

. . Azure pillars of the hearth 

Arise to thee.” 

lo7. another wore etc., another was covered with the clinging 
jasmine climber {Jasminvm thick-set with its white, 

C.’owpor, Task, vi. 17C (of the jasmine) : 

Iho bright profusion of her scatter’d stars.” 

159. glUyflowers, the Clove Cillyflower, DiaufhnsCanjoithylfus, 

corruption of the Old Fi-ench 
nutdeaUd clovc”''^ meaning ‘nut-leaf’ or 

n'r. ' ^ garden path of the cottage 

iT^f * planted with lilies on cither side, that it looked 

mtlky.way—a. broad white zone in the sky con- 
Va^oflUs- stars. Cf. Wordsworth, The 

** Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 

I They stretched in never-ending line.” 

'Z etc. The “ Northern dreamer ” is Sweden- 

borg, who was bom at Stockholm in 1688. He claimed to have 
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visions and revelations of the spiritual worKl, wliere, he declared, 
there are cities, books, merchandise, natural objects, etc., as on 
eartli, but in an infinitely more perfect state than they are in 
this world. 

1G3. to the martin-haunted eaves. The hollyhocks grew so tall 
and thick tliat they reached almost up to the eaves of the cottage 
roof, wliere tlio martins (a kind of swallow) had built their 
nests. C'f. Sliaks. Machcfhy r. vi. o-T : 

“ The temple-haunting martlet does approve. 

By his loved mansionry, that the heavens breath 
Smells wooingly here." 

Eave.'i (Old Eng. f/csc) is a true singular. 

1G4. A Slimmer burial etc., was in summer time deeply burie<l 
in hollyhocks. The hollyhock (AUh<t^a ro'<€a) is a showy, pink, 
or white, flower. 

IGo. Each, its own charm. //«</ is, of cour.se, to be repeated 
after c(U'h ; as al.so after this aiul otic above, 11. 160, lO-L 

1G7 Of her poor, by the poor people that she visited. For this 
old u«o of of, cf. Abbott’s Shakes. Omitimar, % 170, and Bible, 

I ChronirUs, x. 3 : “ He (Saul) was wounded of the archers.” 

168. For she. The subject she is separate*! from its verb fras 
adored by a TKironthesis of eleven lines. .Such a sentence would 
he intolerable in ordinary prose; here it is borne along by the 
sustaining power of Rhythm (see Earle s PhiMof,!/, § 60 ,). . lowly- 
lovely, ‘ niecklv beautifu l’; a good example of lennpon s fond- 
ness for alliterative compoumls ; cf. Uis !ihonii/-f/faded, miUion- 
myrtled, (iiiy-lrnmjfctiiiif, ami see General Introduction, p. xx. 

169. Queenly responsive etc., courteously acknowledging the 
salutes of the farm labourers when they lifted themselves from 
their work and touched their caps to her. 

171. sowing hedgerow texts, distributing texts or verses of 
Scripture to the villagers either iii the form of religious tracts or 
by way of exhortation. 

17*2. from a height, with an air of superiority ; in a patronising 
fashion. 

175 . flattering, glorlfyin", shedding a lustre upon. Cf. Pecol- 
(ections of the Arabian Sifihts, 1, 76 : 

“ Flattering the gohlen prime 
Of goo*l Haroun Alraschid." 

And Shaks. Sonnets, xxxtii. : 

“ Full many a glorious morning have I seen 
Flatter the mountain tops with sovereign eye.” 

roofs, cottages. 
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176. Revered as theirs, treated by her with respect as being 
their own. 


177. infancy, for infant, as, in the next line, palsy is for paisied 
(or xjaralysed) person ; abstract for concrete. Of. Demeter and 
Persephone, 89 : “a far-otT friendship” (for fri end). 

178. bedridden, confined to his bed; O. E. bedmda, a bed- 
rider, a sarcastic term for a disabled man (Skeat). 

ISO. Having the warmth etc., his hand-shake was marked by a 
cordiality and vigour that showed its sincerity. 

181. A childly way, a kind and s\unpathetic way of bchavinc 
towards children. 


182. proven, tested, genuine. See note to 1. 53 above, true 
is an adverb modifying ringituj. 

183. Were no false passport etc., were valid means of win- 
ning the ready loyalty of the cottagers, among whom once etc. 

185. the warmth, t.e. of the fire on the hearth. 

186. five-beaded, with their five toes, which, when seen from 
underneath, look like a row of beads. 

188. ’em, a provincialism, is an elided form not of them, but 
of the old hem, accusative plural of he. marriages are made in 
heaven, marriages are arranged and orderetl by (iod — implying 
that Leolin and Edith were meant by Divine Providence to marry 
each other. The phrase is a common proverb. 

189. ^ A flash etc., a slight outbui*st of jealousy on Leolin’s part 
made it clear to her that she loved him. 



191. swarthy faces, his Indian servants. 

193. Sear'd by the close ecliptic, tanned by the tropical sun. 
T^e ecliptic is the apparent path of the s»m round the earth. 
For fair followed by Fairer, sec note to 1. 487. 


194. ruled the hour, took the lead in conversation. 

196. a deedful day, a day of great events or exploits in his 
military career. 


197. Sir Aylmer etc.. Sir Aylmer became so interested that he 
sometimes left off his usual habit of smiling patronisingly and 
saying ‘Good ! etc.’ 


199. with her fingers etc. She sat with her hands clasped over 
her knees (covered with her silk dress) and twirled her thumbs — 
^ attitude and gesture indicative of listless indolence. Cf. 
Cowper, Conversation, 115 (of the victim of the “noisy man”); 

I lAWrl my thumbs, fall back into my chair.” 

201. all her vital spirits, the whole of the little animation that 
she possessed ; all her scanty powers of attention. In the use of 
the expression “vital spirits” there seems to be an allusion to 
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the old notion of the existence in all living beings of spiritiis 
i-ifaJes, vital spirits, in regard to which Bacon says that “ the 
affections (no doubt) do make the spirits more powerful and 
active : and especially those affections which draw the spirits 
into the eyes : which are two : love and envy ” (Works, il. 653). 

203. flowerage, flower-patterns. Cf. a similar abstract forma- 
tion, acrcaije, 1. 651. 

204. in which, i.c. drest in which. 

205. The meteor of a splendid season, for a brief period the 
belle of a grand season (i.e. those months of the year when 
Society meets) in London or at the Baths (see 1. 27). 

206. ah so long ago. The ah represents the sigh that accom- 
panies the lady’s reminiscence of her long-past triumphs. 

207. minuet, a slow, graceful <lance, so called from the 
menia or ‘short steps’ in it. Fr. menuft, dim. of 7mnu, small. 
Lilt. tniniUu-i. 

208. But Edith’s etc. Edith was full of interest in his stories 
and eagerly followed him, in her imagination, through his <lan- 
gerous adventures. 

209. passes, conjunctures, crises. Note the quick moveinoit 
of the rhythm, appropriate to the sense of the line : 

snatch’ll thro’ | the perillous p«iss|es of I his life. 

212. Wife-hunting, he was looking out for a wife. Cf. fortune.- 
hunter, one who is in search of a rich wife. 

210. shook the house, caused much excitement in the house- 
hold. 

218, 219. He flow’d ... tested, his wish to marry her was at one 
\y time strong, at another time weak, and so he left her intending 
to return after he had made trial of other ladies. These lines 
suggest an explanation of his ileparture after having made Edith 
so many presents. For yfoie’d and ehh'd, cf. Shaks. Troiht.'i and 
Crensida, ii. iii. 139, wheie Agamemnon speaks of Achilles’s 
changeable fits as “ Ids ebbs, his flows.” 

222. Fine as ice-ferns etc. The delicate gold inlay of the 
sheath (seen in the well-known Guzerati work) resembleil the 
fem-like configuration on window-panes in winter, which is 
caused by the atmosphere of the room becoming frozen on the 
glass. Cf. The d/oy Queen, ii. 1.3 : “ The frost is on the pane.” 

223. I know not etc., I do not know where the work came 
from originally, nor to what nationality its artificers belonged. 

227. having fought their last, an instjiiice of the ellipse of the 
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’• GoUlsinith, 

/ he Deserted Vii/age, 366 : 

“ U hen the poor exiles, every pleasure past. 

Hung rouiul the bowers, ami fomlly looked their last.” 
Comrades is in the absolute case. 

229. beetling, overhanging. Cf. Shaks. Hamlet, i. iv. 71 : 

“The dreadful summit of the cliff 
That beetles o’er his base into the sea.” 

Skeat says the word is apparently coined by Shakspere, the idea 
being adopted from the M. E. hifelbrou-ed , beetle-browed. Imv ng 

Fro7n T‘\“ is perhaps derived, not 

proTec«ng’head‘“ “ 

J32. For pleasure followed by please, see note to 1. -iS7. 

”i»»ificcnt. Similarly Shakspere {Her- 
Chant oj \ entce, ii. ix. 94) has “ costly summer.” 

236. wealthy, richly wrought, splendid. 

238. Slight, careless, offhand. 

240. ‘ A gracious gift etc.’, said ironically This sharn 
weapon is a pleasing and appropriate gift for a lady ! ’ ^ 

him ti.e‘ dagger/’'’ 

245. ungraciousness itself, entirely made up of discourtesy. 

sbofv?=' fl ^^1 ^ ’■ not caring for tl.c dagger 

leoVin she does not care for the donor, the Indian kinsman. 

dagger is changed into love for it. 

expression is ein- 

Pu ‘ I/® it at all ’. Loved re-echoes the love of 

the preceding line ; see note to 1. 487. 

W?di'a colours of the rival political parties, 

sav«i?V.nT? borough or county. The neigl.bour 

t^ “blues” (probaldy the Tory party) were 

sure to win the election of their candidate for Parliament 

iv^m’ bollow; cp. Shaks. Von Like it, 

fox’H tJl *1 I>own 111 the neighbour bottom.” the brush, the 
cWh» !•’. fox-hunter who is first “in at the 

b^th^ houn£ readies the place where the fox is cauglit 

255. My Peter, my son Peter. 

bv^ho poacher, whose face was scarred 

^ ^ or little hollows left by small-pox. For the allitera- 
tive compound, cf. General Introduction. ?i. (2), (e), (5)! 



42 


AYLMER’S FIELD. 


2~>~. Then made etc., tlien lie clapped liis hands and rubbed 
them together in his glee. 

20(). The birds were warm, the game tliat he had poached 
was found fresli-killed in his possession. Cf. Shaks. liomeo 
andJulkt, \\ iii. 175: '‘Here lies ... Juliet bleeding, warm, and 
newly ilead. ” 

This blacksmith border-marriage, a Gretna Green mar- 
riage. Gretna is a Scotch village close to the border lietween 
England and Scotland, ami was famous as the place where for 
many years runaway marriages were contracted ; since, accord- 
ing to Scotch law, parties could be married by making a mutual 
declaration lieforo witncs.sc.s of their willingness to marry, with- 
out licen-se, banns, or priest. John Paisley, known as “the 
blacksmith," who officiated at these marriages, lived on a common 
or green between Gretna and Springfield. An Act of Parliament, 
passed in 185t5, made these marriages illegal. 

2(5 1. Raw from the nursery, i.e. quite a young girl, who seemed 
to have only ju.st left the mir.se’s care. 

2*i5. That cursed France etc., i.c. this marriage is one of the 
rc.sults of the French Revolution, and its doctrine that all arc 
e.iual in social .standing. The time of tlic poem is supposed to 
1)C 179 ? when tlio French Revolution of 17<S9 was at its height 
(see 11 ’4(51, 7(;0-7()S). egallties is the anglicised plural of the 
French wonl c./a/tVc^ equality. The motto of tlic French Re- 
public was “Liberty. Equality, Fraternity," and by his “Rights 
of Man," Lafayette dcmande.I the actual er|unlity of every imli- 
vidiial. In July, 1799. the National Asscnihly carried by accla- 
mation a decree abolishing all titles of nobility in “a land 
of natural freedom and equality.” Cf. /iuiiifi/u/ Ci'y, 2: 
“O you with your passionate shriek for the rights of an equal 
htunanitv. " 

2(57. With nearing chair etc., (he said this) bringing his chair 
nearer to Sir Aylmer, and .speaking in low, confidential tones. 

2CS. talk’d, gossiped about the matter, which drew their 
attention. 

271. a notion, an idea of marrying Edith. 

272. entangled, inveigled into promising to marry Lcolin. 

273. stiffening, assuming a haughty demeanour. 

274. their differences, i.e. in rank and station. See note to 11. 
234, 235. 

278. for on her etc. Edith was the first to experience the 
violent anger of Sir Aylmer and his u’ife at their discovery 
(implied in the term “ watch’d ” of the previous line). 

280. the Jephtha’s daughter, the picture of Jephtha’s daughter. 
She was the first to meet her father after his return from victory 
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oyer the Ammonites, anti so was sacrificed to God according to 
his vow. The picture was thus, as it were, prophetic of the 
fate of Sir Aylmer’s daughter. See Driam of J^'air ITo?)*#//, 
181-240. 

281. Of early rigid colour, paintctl with the hard colouring 
^d rigid outlines chamcteristic of the Byzantine school, before 
Cimabue’s time, under which. The picture was hung above 
the door-way. 

282. counter, opp>ositc ; Lat. contra, against. 

287. the Powers of the House, Sir Aylmer and Lady Aylmer. 

209. false, painted, rouged. 

^ 290. by his own stale devil spurr’d, goaded to fur\' by his 
inveterate vice of family pride. 

291. breathing hard, from passion and excitement. For the 
nvo hard« in this line, see note to 1. 487. 

299. Her sicklier iteration, Lady Aylmer’s feebler repetition of 
her husband’s phrases. 

300. mark me, observe what I say. are to make, are for 
making, have yet to be made or won. Similarly we sjiy ‘ to 

? .”*°**^y ’ ‘ money.’ 'J'o make is a gcruiulial 

inniutivc expressing result. 

301. out of mine, i.e. by marrying my daughter, an heiress. 

302. practised on her, M'orked upon her feelings ; ileccived her 
by ymir arts and machinations. Piactisc, as used by Shakspere 
and Biicon, carries some sense of crafty or underhand dealing, 
which it still retains in the phrase, ‘ to practise upon a person.’ 

303. forget herself, forget her own position and dignity. 

300. Par as we track ourselves, throughout tlic history of our 
family, going back, tliough it does, to such distant times. 

312. look d into yourself, examined your own feelings. 

^ 315. prodigious! monstrous. These were words etc., accord- 
mg to Sir Aylmer’s own view of the matter, this statement of 
hi8 showed immense forbearance on his part. 

316. As meted etc., when considered in the light of his own 
dignity and importance. 

318, 319. *I So foul etc., i.e. I to he so foul etc.; to tliink 
that I should be so foul etc. Foul, base, infamous. 

321. the wtad-hover, the Kestrel {Falco tmnuncuhis), a bird of 
the hawk kind, so called from its hovering in the wind or 
remaining poised in the breeze (“ hanging inLalance”) without 
fluttering its wings. 

322. reddening from the storm within. The violence of his 
emotions sent the blood into bis face and made it red. 
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broke all bonds of courtesy, completely violated the 
obligations of politeness. 

.326. drove etc., pushed the footstool violently away from in 
front of him witli his feet. 

328, teeth that ground etc. He ground his teeth together 
in his passion as people <lo when troubled with a nightmare. 

.326. still, all the time, continually. 

330. half-aghast. The true spelling is atjant, past participle 
of M. E. aija^teu, to terrify. 

331. lintel, the beam over a door-way ; Low Lat. Uutellmy 
for /hnitfJhis, dim. of fhue'i, /tmili'i, a border. 

3.32. a hoary face etc. His white hair made .Sir Aylmer a fit 
object of reverence for his family. 

.3.33. the hearth, ‘ the fireside circle, the family ’ ; abstract for 
concrete. 

,33-1. Beneath a pale etc. A contrast is drawn bet\vecn the 
flushed and passionate face of .Sir .Aj’lmer and the pale, calni 
moon shining ovcrhea<l. The wild moo<l of the n.an is emphasised 
by its want of harmony with In's natural surroundings. 

330 .340 his passions ... motion, ‘his feelings being all in 

a state of violent excitement and directing his movements —an 
al)s«»lute clause. For the metaphor from the tide of a inei, cf. 

1. 218. 

.341. bright, with the moon-light. 

34*^ foam'd away his heart, gave unrestrained vent to his 
angry feelings. Cf. ^^Iscliylus. A;/am>^iniion, 10.30, i(a<f>pi^€ffeai 
‘ foams her fury away ’ (like a horse) ; and OAe on (he 
Death of the Duke of WcUinutou, 124; 

“ Dash’d on every rocky s(piai-e 
Their surging charges foam'd themselves away.” 

.348. He never yet had set etc., he ha<l never hitherto exposed 
his daughter for sale in our Western marriage m.arkets, where 
our bcjiutiful women let themselves he sold to the highest biildcr 
(i.e. choose husbamls for their wealth). The sentence means that 
he had never tried to get hold of a rich husband for his 
daughter. The allusion is to the actual sjile, in the “woman- 
markets” of the East, of Caucasian girls for Turkish or Persian 
harems. 

,353. What is etc., what is the elegant (he is speaking ironically) 
euphemism Society uses to express the idea ? The noun jilt (from 
wiiich the verb is derived) is a contraction of jiUel, diminutive 
of Jill, a common female name, short for Juliana. 

354. I say it for your peace, I tell you this to show you that, 
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having been tlisappointecl in love myself, I can sympathise with 
you in your love-trouble. 

_355. as bearing etc. Since lie loved tlie woman, Averill felt 
himself humiliated by her shameful conduct. 

361. in aU my fold, among all my parishioners. Christ (Bible, 
John X. 14) described himself as the “good sliepherd,” His 
disciples as His “ sheep ” or “flock,” and the Christian Church as 
“ the fold of the sheep.” Hence a clcrgvman is called a pastor, 
the I^tin word for ‘ shepherd.’ Cf. 11. 600, G31. 

363. whiter, purer; so tchitest — ‘most innocent’ above, 1. 

301, Cf. Henry Vaughan, The Retreat, 6: “a white, celestial 
thought.” 

366. let her parants be, leave them alone ; never mind what 
they say or do.,— 

371. on It, in dependence upon it ; he would give them enough 
money to enable them to marry. 

373. wealthier, not in money but in happiness at having done 
a good action. 

374. Mammon, money-worship. Mamincm (Syriac for ‘wealth’) 
was Uie Syrian god of riches answering to tlie Plutiis of Greek 
and Roman mythology. Leolin declared that men and women, 
being prevented from marrying by money consi<lcrations, betook 
themselves to debauchei-y and prostitution. See 11. 388-391 
below ; and cf. LocksUij Hall, 100 : 

“ Every door is barr d with gold, and opens but to golden keys.” 

37o. nature crost, the thwarting of nature, t.e. by the preven- 
tion of marriages. For the construction, cf. 1. 537 and note. 

376. adulteries, taints, impurities, 

3//. saturate, perx’ade, fill with infection, soul with body, 
soul along with body. 

_ 378, they might be proud, they Iiad good reason to be proud of 
it, since its worth consisted in its being borne by Edith, rated, 
scolded. Probably a different word from rate, to value. 

381. pheasant-lords, these countrj' gentlemen who had no 
higher aiin than to preser\’e the game on their estates. Pheasants 
and partridges are the two principal English game-birds. 

382. of a thousand years, these men who for a thousand years 
^st had done nothing better than breed partridges. 

*^^3. mildew’d in their thousands, who had grown indolent and 
effete in the possession of great riches, Mildew is Old Eng. 
fnelededw, honey-dew, so named from the sticky appearance of 
some kinds of blight. 

Egbert, since the time of Egbert, king of Wessex 
(802-839), by whom “ the whole English race in Britain was for 
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tlie first time knit together umler a single ruler ” 
greater, so miicli greater. This the is the old fhi or thS, the 
iiistruniontal case of t/ic nsetl as a demonstrative ; as in ‘ the 
sooner (he l»ettor. ’ 

3vS5. Fall back that ! to think that theyshonhl have recourse 
to tlioii' ancient lineage to support their dignity, and remain 
igttolily sati.sfieil with that. 

3S7. a vantage ground for nobleness ! wliat fools they are to 
act so. when they have so important a helj) (in high hirth) 
towards nohlc action ! l'au/a>/H is a sliort form of adt'aufaf/e. 

.3SS. a quintessence of man, one u ho comprised within himself 
all the best qualities of liuinan nature, (^fithilc-'iseurc (Lat. quinta 
Cs-^en/in, hfth essence of nature) is the pure essence of anything, 
in allusion to the oKl theory of the e.xisteiico of a superior fifth 
element, aether, in addition to the ordinary four— earth, air, 
fii-e, and water. 

3S9. The life of all, one who infused his own energy and ani-. 
Illation into all around Idm. 

391. Had rioted etc., had killed himself hy plunging into a 
career of «lissipatioji. 

393. powers, uhilitics. 

395. the world should ring etc. Lcolin declared that he would 
win such world-wi«lo renown that the old, worn-out race of the 
Aylmers should he ashamed of their pride of ancestry in compari- 
son with his achievements. 

397. Chancellor, Lor«l High Chancellor of England, the first 
lay sulijcct after tlio princes of the blood royal, and heail of the 
legal profession. 

398. your grief, i.c. the jilting etc. mentioned in 11. 354-357. 

399. Give me my fling, let me have free scope to indulge iny 
feelings ; let me give them free utterance. 

403. like a storm, i.e. violently, passionately. Cf. I. 215. 

404. How low etc., that he was in a state of nervous prostration. 

405. beeswing, old port wine. Bcf's-u-inff is a thin, light film 
in port wine, indicative of considerable age, so called from its 
rescmblaiice to the wing of a bee, and is here put for the wine 
itself, blnn, a chest for stonng wine. The usual modern spelling 
is bin. Tlie IMiddle TTuglish form is binne. 

400. the waning red. the gradual change from a red to a rich 
rown colour that takes place in port wine with advancing age. 

Age improves the flavour of wine. 

407. The vintage, i.e. the year on which the vine-crop of which 
it was made was gathered. The year was the date when the 
present fciir Aylmer reached the age of twenty-one. 
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fell again, became once more passionately 
excited and then quieted do\yn. ^ ^ 

That much etc., that we ought readily to excuse people’s 

res, U?fL'' **^‘*'‘^ conclusion 

results from the mellowing influence of the wine. 

held his purpose was unchanged, he still 
see 1 304 P»i po«e (of making himself a name) ; 

KiJltt eilJ 1 * family renders all bonds of friendship, 

remains is that of love between you and me. 

42G. Sacred, devotedly bound. 

addffio.Tii® '’^“i Of heaven etc. The repetition is justiiicd by the 

hftro^ It g ves, and by She new phase of felling 

Dointini 1 by the striking epithet ran/, si, 

towar f' ha„ ‘1“-- ■■■>sy».l«tl.etiu attitu.Ic of Natn.o 

towanls human sorrow. C’f. the gorgeous picture of the 

trllT“wth%h!J*f " <”• ill con- 

tiast with the lonely desolation of Enoch who “dwelt with 

r peut orT^Vu 4^l"'tic 

repetition, cf. Milton, Par. Lost, ii. 1021-2: * 

**?? with difliculty and labour hard 
Mov d on, with difliculty and labour lie.” 

And for one of repetition with an added notion, ef. Ib. 55S-5G0 : 

^ “ (Others) reason’d high 

Uf Frovidcncc, foreknowledge, w ill, and fate, 
rix tl fate, free will, foreknowlctlge absolute.” 

Cf. also Enoch Arden, 507, 508 : 

these were wed and merrily rang the bells, 

Merrily rang the bells and they were wed. ” 

A.f«A' pine, t.c. -witb the wind in its branches. 

ttlublT' porting to tlie aloofness of Nature from their 

smatteringly, that we bad only a superficial 
P^oviously. The old verb from which tlic 

wifi comes, is connected Mith smack, a noise made 

with the hps, and hence a gabbling or prating. 

etc. These lines describe the com- 
/!• _ La^v with its undigested mass of precedents 

arA ^ses upon which fudgments in a new case 

BeHbA^lf *‘® medley of unclassified cases. Hallam has de- 
8 the accumulation of statute on statute and precedent 
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on precetl«Mit, “ till no industry can acquire nor any intellect 
ilige.st the mass of learning tliat grows upon the panting student.” 

438. wit or fortune, cleverness or good luck. 

Ul. Lightning etc., play of humour, sparkling and evanescent. 
Sean : 

Liglitning [ of the hour, | the pirn, j the scurri|lous tale. 

Notice the (piick movement of the rhythm in the first two feet, 
cclioing the sense ; and cf. (leneral Introduction, p. xix. (/i). 

442. Old scandals etc. Old scandals (eojitained in law-ca.ses etc.) 
of seventy years ago, wliich Ijave been foigotten in the accumula- 
tion of fresii scam! ils, now also forgotten and followed by the 
current scaiul.il, wliicli is itself destined to be forgotten. For 
decads, sec 1. 82 and note. 

44o, 440. hent ...To make, poetic for ‘bent(/.c. determined) 
upon making.’ To make disproof of scorn, to prove how unjust 
was tlie scorn witli wliicli lie had been treated, 

448. Charier, more sparing (than others). 

440. a breathing-while, a jieriotl of cessation. from work. 

450. niggard, scanty; an adjective here. 

4.51. the river-bank, the bank of the Thames. 

452. Harder the times were etc. In 1703. tlie supposed date of 
this poem, there was much poverty ami distress among the 
labouring classe.s in consequence of tlie low I'ate of wages and the 
high pr ice of wlieat. Tlie state of Eiigli.sh prisons, which were 
haunts of misciy and cruelty, was not improved till the following 
year, through Howard's exertions. The criminal law was most 
severe : a petty tlieft was punishable by death ; and before Sir 
Robert Peel’s Acts of 1824 nearly one hundred felonies were 
capital otVences. 

4.53. according, I'.c. in harmony with the times. 

455. the gardens of that rival rose, the Temple Gardens (see 
^ note to 1. 105). It was here that Shakspere (1 Henry VI. it. 

iv. ) represents Richard Plantagenet ns plucking a white rose, 
and the Earl of Somerset a red. and calling upon those present to 
do the saihe in token of adhesion to his cause. Cf. 11. 50-52. 

456. Yet fragrant etc. The roses kept their fragrance for 
Leolin, because bis heart was softened and refined ly the happy 
memories of his talks with Edith. 

4.58. Far purelier, [when the city was smaller and less smoky. 
H. T. ] 

459. to flush his blood with air. A graphic allusion to the 
process by wliich the venous blood, in its passage through the 
lungs, is subjected to the action of the air and artcrialised. To 
Jlnsh means “ to freshen,” or perhaps ‘ ‘ to redden ” in allusion to 
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the fact tliat the venous blood, which is of a dark crimson colour, 
becomes floral or scarlet in passing tlirough the lungs. 

4G0. My lady’s cousin, the “ Indian kinsman ” of 1. 190. 

I etc. He had retired on pension, and was 

half-tireu of his long claj's of leisure. 

462. Drove in upon, came rushing in ; burst in upon him. 

Malayan amuck etc., made a furious and indiscrim- 
inate attack, in the Malay fashion, upon the existing state of 

Malay word dmuk, a kind of mania or im- 
contiollable fury among the Malays and other natives of the 
Kast, which IS often produced by b/tainj, and under the influence 
of which a man rushes madly onward, dagger in haml, striking 
at every one he meets. The phrase “ to run a muck ” is common, 
the a being detached from muck as if it were the indefinite article, 
bf. Pope, 6(Uire^, j. 69. 70 : 

Satire’s my weapon, but I’m too «liscreet 
lo run a muck, and tilt at all I meet.” 

The original reading of the text, as late as 1874, was “a Malayan 
muck ; cf. Dryden, The Hind and the Panthtr, iii. 1187-8: 

“ Frontless, and satire-proof, he scours the street.s, 

And runs an Indian muck at all he meets. ” 

464 Had golden hopes etc. He believed that the French 

tlip'wiVVP liberty and prosperity to France ami all 

the world. See note to 1. 265. 

465. those at home, the Aylmer family, 

^ heaved shoulder etc. He shrugged his shoulders 

careless and slighUy contemptuous 
l enf suppressed Luse 

word H.V]‘“® is an ugly 

haled, would have gladly hauled or dragged. 
Faxn IS an adverb here. Cf. 1. 805. ime is an older foFm of 

Waikimjto the Mail, 

I. 8d , Boadicea, 1. 55. the world, society. 

neS!; him ; taken him out of Ins solitude, 

nearer, more intimate. 

strcn*!^th‘^fT “P Sreafc a strain upon your 

strength of body and mind for fear it should break down under 

‘he screwing up of the string of a 

figurrL a greater tension than it will bcar.^ The 

^ Biimlar one in Shaks. Macbeth, i. vii. 60: 

US for the sticking.place.” This line prepares 
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471. From where etc. He wore the dagger, as a love-token, 
next his heart, worldless, unworldly, simple, honest. 

47-. Kissing his vows etc. He kissed the dagger in attestation 
of his true love, as a knight kisses his sword to ratify a vow that 
he has taken. Cf. Shaks. liapc of Liicrece, 1842, 1843: 

“This said, he (Collatinc) struck liis hand upon his breast, 
And kiss’d the fatal knife, to end (i.e. ratify) his vow.” 

473. benchers, senior members of an Inn of Court, who are the 
governing body of the Society and have control over students for 
the bar. 

475. heart , helped head, his simple, unworldly nature and 
his love for E<lith made his intellect clearer. 

476. far between, coming at long intervals. 

479. Charm'd him etc., acted like a charm to guide him 
through all the labyrinths or perplexities of his legal studies. 
See 11. 435-437. 

480. a light, a prospect of success. 

481. they that cast etc., explained in the next line by the 
word hcqctterK. cast, moulde<l ; set her spirit in its mould of 
Hesh. Cf. 7*0 y. 5. , 3, 4 : 

“ Gently comes the world to those 
That are cast in gentle mould.” 

483. To sell her, to give her in marriage to a rich suitor. Sec 
11. 347-349. With the scathing irony of this line compare that 
of 1. 781. For the repetition of good, see note to 1. 487. 

484. Whatever eldest-bom etc., every heir to high rank or 
large property that they could get hold of. 

487. wooing him to woo. A good instance of one of the 
.^characteristics of Tennyson’s style, consisting in a sort of 
sound-play, — the repetition of a word in the same or in a 
slightly different sense. This epigrammatic iteration has a 
peculiarly emphatic effect. Cf. 11. 59 {call'd), 67 {jofi/rd), 193, 
194 {/air, fairer), 232 {pleamre, pha^f'). 249, 250 {love, tored), 
291 (Aard-ridden, hard), 483 {t/ood), 499 {hunters, hunted), 718 
{shame). Also Guinevere, 309, 310; 

“ Whereat the novice crying, with clasp'd hands, 

.Shame on her own garridity garndou^y." 

And Queen Mary, ii. 2: 

“ Under colour 

Of such a cause as hath no colour." 

It is employed by other poets, as Milton, Par. Lost, rx. 1 1 ; 

“ That brought into this world a icorld of woe ; Byron, Prisoner 
of Chillou, VI. : “The very rock hath rock'd Cowper, Task, 
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399: “ ith all this thrift they thrive not; and Spenser, 
Faery Queen, i. x. 45 : * 

“There she awhile him stayes, him selfe to rest, 

Tliat to the rest more able he might bee.” 

488. month by month. See note to 1. 800. 

• distant blaze, the bright light of their dimier-lamps seen 

in the distance. 

^ y '^drer. See note to 1. 539. Poachers use snares made of 
^■^ire to entrap hares. The adjective nightly lias two meanings, 
wntainmg the notion of either (I) ‘ by night, during the niglft,’ 
(as here), or (2) ‘every night, night after night.’ 

491. Falter, hesitate {through fear of discoveiy). Tlie word 
has the same derivation as /au7(', from Lat./a/^?f, to beguile. 

♦1 defiant, pitying, wroth. These epithets describe 

tne cliilerent moods of the suitors upon their rejection. 

494. the folly taking wings etc., the report of the foolish affair 
be^n to spread beyond the bounds of tlie “sleepy ” (1. 45) 

Aylmer village, and was carried by rumour into the nei<ddx>ur- 
ing districts. ® 

49i>. dOT^ the wind, forth, away; like a bird Imrne along 
by the wind. Cf. Cowper, Progress of Error, 333 (of the 
eagle.pinioned Muse”): “Down, down the wind, she swims 
and sails away. 

497, 498. mockery ... laughter, i.e. a subject of mockery., a 

subject of laughter, yeomen, small farmers, over ale, as they 
drank beer together. ^ 

499. For hunters followed by hunted, see note to 1. 487. 

enclosing circle (of hunters or beaters), 
toward the death, with the object of killing the game. 

50.3. the wealthier farms, i.e. lest she should meet or hear of 
Licolin tiiere* 

, 504. her own home-circle of the poor, the poor people belong- 

mg to her own village whom she visited. Cf. 11. 147, etef; 
uo*>, etc. * 

607. ammet. magical charm, mysterious influence. Aninlel 
trom Arabic hamaia, ‘ he carried ’ ; hence, ‘a thing carried.’ 

of John. The tree had been branded with the 
letters I. R (_JoAn Rex or King), denoting that it had been so 
marked in the reign of King John. The marks thus burnt into 
the bark of the tree had been concealed from view by tlie over- 

which, falling off centuries after, had dis- 
M A writer in Notes and Queries (Sept. 

K- a tree that was cut dowm in Sherwood 

horcat, which bore a cipher indicating King John’s reign. The 
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mark was eij^'hteen indies M'ithin tlic tree, and a little more than 
a foot from tlie centie. Otlier trees cut <lown on the same occa* 
sion were incised or stamped with marks of the reigns of James 
[..and of William and .Maiy. Oaks and yews attain to a great 
age : •‘William the ( 'on([neroi-‘s Oak" in Windsor Park is known 
to he at least I'JOO jears old. 

oil. The broken base etc. [The trunk of tlie tree was hollow 
and ilecayed with only one hranch in leaf. H.T.] 


."ilS. the manorial lord, the lord of tlie manor or estates, I'.e. 
Sir Aylmei'. In feudal times a manoi- was a grant of lands 
from tin; king to a haron wliicli carried with it the I'ight of 
jurisdii'tion. 


.'lU. millennial, lit. a thousaml years old: i.r. very ancient, 
touch-wood dust, <lust or pow<lere<l ^lehri.s of decayed and rotten 
wood. Tou‘ h in lonch->roorl is a corruption of the Middle Eng. 
tdrlit, tinder for receiving spark.s struck liy a flint. 

/.11.). Found . . a bitter treasure-trove, made a painful di.s- 
.4t»vcry. Notice the oxymoron, .a.s in ^faud, ii. 6 : “ faidtily 
faultless ’: Th‘‘ Ihfcwt of' Lm'know, vi. : “the pitiful-pitiless 
knife.” t.'f. irorace’s {Cnrui. ill. .\i. Jo) .^pltudide vuudax, 

‘ nold}' false’; and Sophocles’s (Anfi<j. 74) ovia TravovpYqaaaa, 

' having connnitte«l a righteous crime’ ; and Lnnedof and Elaine, 

S72, 87J : 

“ Hi.s honour rooted in dishonour stood. 

.And faith unfaithful kept him falsely true.” 


Also Shaks. iliehard III. iv. iv. 2G : 

“ Dead life, blind sight, poor mortal living gliost.” 

In trea.stirc-irori\ i.r. treasure found, (rove (01«1 Fr. trov^) is pro- 
perly a dissyllable. 

■olO. Burst his own wyvem, broke the seal of the letter which 
was stamped with the Aylmer crest. See note to 1. 17. 

517- Wrlthingr, in a torture of indignation. 

521. To him that fluster'd etc., to Sir Aylmer who confused 
and frightened the feeble-iinnde«l rustic, parish wits, the low 
intelligence of an ordinary villager. 

523. To play their go-between, to act as messenger between 
them. 


52^5. Soul-stricken. The common word is hearl-sfi'icken, i.e. 
conscience-stricken ; — an instance of Tennyson’s avoidance of the 
commonplace ; see (Jeneral Introduction, II. (2), {d). 

520. lean heart, meanness, cowardice. Miserable qualifies 
hear!. 

527. a despot dream, a dream of the performance of some act 
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of tyranny. Hence he is described as “panting," when he 
woke, with excitement and passion caused by the dream. 

529. the black republic, tlie flock of rooks winch IkuI their 
nests on the elm-trees of his park. Similarly in The Brook l->7 
pigeons are described as “in session on the roofs,” as thomdl 
assembled m parliament. Cf. Pope, £*.>.vny on Man, iii. 183, 184: 

“Learn each small People's genius, policies, 

The Ant’s republic, and the realm of Hces.” 


^ ^30. Sweeping the frothfly from the fescue. The Froth-flu (also 

called Froth-M-onn and Frog-fly) is a small insect whicli in ‘its larva 
^ate 18 found on plants, enveloped in a frothy, Sidiva-like liquid. 
Ihe /escuef A is the name of a very extensive genus of 

graces. Ihe one mentioned here is the Meaibiw Fescue {Festura 
7 >rat€«sw) a valuable pasture grass. Sir Aylmer's feet, passing 
leave ^ ' ^ gi'ass, brushed these frothy formations from its 


532, 533. who made A downward crescent etc. 
formed a curve like a crescent moon witli its h 
downwards, minion is from the French 
Ihc word 13 used Mnth a touch of scorn. 


Her mouth 
orn.s pointing 
neat, spruce. 


534. LlsUess in aU despondence, indifTcrcnt in 
complete inability to do anything to help matters. 


her feeling of 


o3o. As if the living passion etc. Sir Aylmer tore the love- 

letter as vindictively as if it were not merely a record of strong 

and living afTcction but an actual living object which couhl feel 
nis rough \i8iigc. 


o37. at his own great self defied, at the defiance of his own 
CTcat self : a I^atm construction like post urhem comlifam, ‘after 
the founding of the city.’ Cf. Milton’s “after summons read” 
(Par. Lost, I. 797). Cf. 11. 375, 776. 

538. striklng-on ... scorn. His reading was interrupted by ex- 
contempV *^ met with which excited liis utmost impatience and 


539. bab 3 d 8 m 8 , childish talk .such as lovers use. The word in 
this sense, like ^a//o»ry (1. 147), tn'rer (1. 400), uiioted (1. 590), 
seems to be of Tennyson’s coinage. See General Introduction, 
[Z), (rt). dear diminutives, diminutives expressive of emlear- 

hirie*ers”to .Cll“ Swift i„ 


>'^(anzaH n'ritten in 

“ Yet now despair itself is mild, 

Even os the winds and waters are ; 

I could lie down like a tired child.” 
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■)42. hush'd itself, i.e. Leolin, after complaining of Edith’s 
silence, at last stopped writing to her. 

.■)47. rustling etc., moving about among the .shrubs and bashes 
near tlie Hall, and so making a rustling noise, which caught the 
ear of the keeper. 

.■4s. a keeper, a game-keeper, who thought Leolin was a 
poacher. 

549. nor was it well for her, she too had not a happy time of it. 

S.IO. what possess'd him, wliat strange influence made him do 
it. It seeTne<l to liimself a sort of infatuation. 


558. follow'd suit. followc<l Iier husbaiul’s example. 

550. Seem'd hope’s returning rose. Her father's kiss, repeate(l 
(“seconded”) as it was by her motlier, made the prospect of 
things seem more hopeful to her. ‘ Rose-coloured ’ is a common 
synonym for ‘ liopefid, cheering. 

5»;0. A Martin's summer, a sccoml or autumnal period of 
summer weather coming just before winter. Mdd "catlier often 
returns in England for a time near Mmtinmas or St. Martin s 
Day. tlie llth of Xovember. Cf. Shaks., 1 hiua ilemy VI. 

T ii I'll - “ Expect St. Martin s summer, halcyon days. ^hak- 

pe.-e al.so calD it "All Hallowen (/.c. All Saints’. 1st Nov.) 

'■ I",; “Farewell, Ihou latter 

spring ! farewell, All-l»allown summer ! ^ Hence the line means 

‘ A temporary revival of his lost atfcction. 

501 ordeal by kindness. She was testcfl by kind treatment, 
to sec if she woid«l yield to that. In ohl times there were several 
kinds of ordeals or tests to fiml out the guilt or innocence of 
accused persons ; ns the ordeal by wager of battle between the 
accuse 1 and his accu.scr, and tlie ordeal by M-ater, often applied 
to supposed witches, who, if they sank, were accounted innocent, 
and if they floated, guilty. 


562. crost, met, came across. 

5C3. flow'd in. gave vent to. Cf. To J. S. 5-7 : 

“ And me this knowledge bolder made, 

Or else I bad not dared to flow 
In these words toward you." 

shallower acrimonies, bitter speeches of a more superficial char- 
acter ; petty taunts. 

,560. Her charitable use, her customary works of cliarity. See 
1. 504. 

507. silence, i.e. on the part of Leolin, whose letters had 
ceased. 

569. some low fever etc. The fever is personified as if it were 
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an invader on the look o\it for a weak point in the defences of a 
place, by which to make an attack upon it. 

570. a people or a house, a community or a family. 

571, 572. LUce flies ... hurting: the hiirt. Cf. Ricon, Es.^ays, 
XIII. : “ Sucli men in otlier nten's calamities, are, as it were, in 
season, and are ever on the loading part (r.c. they ‘ Inirt the 
hurt’) ; not so good as the dogs that licked Lazarus’ sores, but 
like flies that are still buzzing upon anything that is raw.” 
Deer, when one of their number is sick or disabled, eject him 
from the herd. C’f. Shaks. A-f You Like Jf, ii. i. 50 (of a 
wounded deer) : “ Left and abandoned of his velvet friends.” 

574. And flung etc., i.e. she had to take to her bed with a 
violent attack of fever. 

577. past, passed away, died ; the Aylmer family becoming 
extinct with her, its last representative. 

578-580. Star to star ... as at once, one star sends waves of light 
to another sbir, however distant ; so may not one soul communi- 
Ciite with another soul by means of some power or ouality that it 
possesses still more delicate and impalpable than light ; and so 
one soul, though far distant from the other, feel its siublen 
sympathetic touch? A similar instance of this supernatimal 
sympathy or telepathy, as it is called, occurs in Enoch Arden, 
^9-611. M’here Enoch in his distant island hears the bells ring- - 
ing for Philip’s marriage with his wife Annie. Similarly Char- 
lotte Bronte Uane ^ure. Chaps. 35 and 3 7) represents her heroine 
as hearing, though far away, the wild cry of “Jane ! Jane ! Jane !” 

. uttered by her lover, Mr. Rochester. Cf. Demeter and Persephone, 
87-S9 : 

“ Last as the likeness of a dying man. 

Without his knowledge, from him flits to warn 
A far-off friendship (i.e. friend) that he comes no more.” 

582. keen, piercing. The shriek, of course, comes from 
Lcolin’s lips. 

583. Shrill, sounded shrilly. Shrill, used as a verb, is a 
favourite word with Tennyson; cf. Enoch Arden, 175; “hammer 
and axe, auger and saw ... shrill’d and rang ” ; Passing of Arthur, 
34 ; Sir Ocuahad, 5 ; The Talking Oak, 68 ; Dcmeter and Perse- 
phone, 60. For the rhythmic break, cf. General Introduction, II. 
(2) (e), (a), and Passing of Arthur, 41, 42 ; 

“ From cloud to cloud, down the long wind the dream 
Shrill’d.” 

68.5. With a weird bright eye, w’ith a weirdly bright eye ; with 
a strange, unearthly light in his eyes. The line should ba 
scanned : 

With a weird | bright eye, [ sweating | and trem|b(e)ling. 
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By this scansion tremhUng is pronounced as a trisyllable, as with 
rcarblings in Sir Lancelot and Queen Guinei'cre, 34: 


“ By night | to eefry warb|(e)lings.” 

And Cou-per, Catterhui, 12: 

“ By the night|ingale warb|(e)ling nigh.” 

The usage is common in Shakspere ; cf. Two Gentlemen of Verona^ 
I. iii. 84 : 


“ O, how I this spring j of love | resem|b(e)leth,” 
and Coriolanus, i. i, 159: 


“ You, the I great toe ( of this | assem|b(e)ly.” 

See Abbott’s Shakes. Grammar, § 477- 

oS6. crackling into flames, starting up on end, like the flames 
of a briskly burning fire. 

588. his long arms, Iiis extended arms. So, Martial, Epp. 
vir. 20, has longa dextra, ‘ with right arm stretched to its full 
extent.’ 


590. befool’d and idloted etc., called a fool and an idiot by the 
other in bluff friendliness. See note to 1. 5.39. 

594. A breaker, a revealer. Break, in this sense, is alway.s 
used of news or information that requires care or delicacy in the 
telling. 

595. edged with death, black-edged. “ Mourning note-paper," 
here used to convey to Lcolin the news of E<lith’s death, has a 
black border round it. 


590. him, the dead man, Lcolin. himself, the Indian kins- 
man. 

597. with no bandit’s, not with a bandit’s blood (see 11. 225- 
231) as it had been before, but with the true and noble-hearted 
Leolin’s. Bandit (Ital. handito) is properly one who is banned or 
outlawe<l. 


599. his death, his dead body. Cf. U/e for liiHug thing, Enoch 
Arden, 75; birth for thing burn, Wordsworth, Immorlaiitij Ode, 

II. 7. 

600. his flock, his congregation, his parishioners. See 1. 361 
and note. 

601. the years which are not Time’s, i.r. he was aged not by 
the lapse of time, but by CTief at Leoliu’s fate. Cf. Byron’s 
Prisoner of Chillon, whose “hair was gray, but not witli years.” 

602. many thousand days etc , his life was shortened by 
several years through the terrible shock. 

604. the second death, i.e. the death of Leolin. The recent 
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death of Edith made LeoHn’s death affect her but little else 
seTmon? brother to preach her daughters f.Mieral 

AveHl fo°r of Scripture to 

nbed VhnVT 1 1 niottoes of his sermons, fit is im- 

^ rp ] ^ giNcn Averill the text he preaclieci from. 

607- harrow'd. distresse<l, wrung with grief 

climiLtlvfsX "r'“ ‘I- 

“""““'O. ‘“'ked of with disapproval all over the 
..efghbouH'g ,‘''«rch-people of the 

:=ir '4-£r vfr 

of black al mk fLn "’“'''"’■’fe' = '1“^ ‘‘"d only some hit 

SSe?^ " r-T'- 

the building used Jahn^,ar/e is tlic name given to 

rp"gTnL.i?;;."““ •■‘PP'"" (NoLrfmani’strplla'r 

thf inte^or^iiJ'h ill blackness ; being draped all over 

funeral serr-iee of a persoroffmporS'' ‘''o 

-^viSv,?"®°H°’’T f“Z’ea'Jf®“; 8'"S^of the lancet- 

windows pointed like a lancet ® J high and narrow 

of tbo ear^y a:^Uh‘'sty\?SrGo.Ife''^ar“',rii;c7.m cbaracteristie 

6M. tower’d, i.e. in the pulpit of tlie church. 

Leolm and EdUh.*la°U Ms^oplfjf tlm future'ler'e 
the^„lpk®t^'pr“olI’'fenrT‘'‘’;- A. clergyman, on entering 

!S“ .€« SiS-S: 

he withdrewTt! “shy-pale, 


/ 
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027. 628. labour’d thro' His brief prayer-prelude, said with 
(litHculty the short opening prayer. 

(528. gave the verse, read out tlie verse of the Bible as the 
text of his sermon. 

020, 0.80. • Behold cte. See Bible, }ra(thrw, xxiii. .88. The 
words are uttere.l by Christ in his lament over Jerusalem, and 
prophesy tlio approaching dc.struction of her temple and her 
capture ami desolation by tlie Rfunans. 

082. from his height etc. Tlie greatness and loneliness of his 
grief gave force and j)assion to his words, as a stream gains 
impetus by falling from a height. 

0.8.3, Bore down In flood etc., gave fjec vent to his pent-up feel- 
ings, ami indignantly <lcnounced the mischief and ruin tjiat is 
wrought in the worhl. A similar metaphor occurs in 11. 1 lo, 110. 

' G.8o. Never since etc., i.r. never since the Deluge, when for 

their .sins, all mankind were drowned except eight persons, viz., 
Noah and his wife ami his three sons with their wives. Sec Bible, 
Genc.siA. vi., vii. our bad earth. Bad is emphatic here— 
‘our cartli on account of its l)a<lness. 

0.80. rolling o’er the palaces of the proud. Cf. Milton’s {Par. 
Lost, XI. 747-740) description of the Deluge : 

“ All dwellings else 

Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll’d.” 

G.81>. When since etc. Tins is a rhetorical question, the under- 
stood answer to which is ‘ Never.’ Hence it is c(juivalcnt to the 
‘Never since’ of 1. 0.81. which it replaces, t'f. “has often” 
followed by “ how often,” 11. 009, 700, below. 

040-043. the idolatries ..in the Highest? The idolatrous 
practices, wliich (whether as the worship of images or of 
man’s own lusts) in consequence of men's low and uncnliglit- 
ened ideas about religion, exalte<l their false objects of devotion 
to the place of the Deity, and in professing to worsliip Him 
worshipped only their own errors and vices. “The Higliest ” is 
several times u.sed in the Bible as a synonj-m for God. See 
Pmfni'i, xviii. 1.8, etc. shot up etc. In a cloudy sunset, shafts 
of sliadow are often shot up into the zenith. 

044-640. ‘ Gash thyself ... thy God. In the earlier times when 

coarse idolatry, such as that of Baal, wa.s prevalent, the priests 
cut themselves with knives in honour of tlieir god, and in their 
penances worshipped the worst qualities of their own nature, 
since they attributed those worst qualities to their deity. See 
Bii>lc, 1 Kintjs, xviii. 28, where the priests of Baal are said 
to “ cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets 
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till the blood gushed out upon them.” Ba&l, meaning /ord, 
master, was the principal male deity of tlie Pha-nicians. 

647-649. Then came a Lord . the rose, ( hristianity tlicn took 
the place of pagan idolatry, ami men pictured to themselves the 
dawn of a milder and happier epoch. Cf. the description of the 
peaceful kingdom of Christ in Uihle, Imiah, xi. C: “The calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together ; and a little child 
shall lead them.” And ib. xxxv. 1 : “ The wilderness and the 
solitary plaec shall be glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose.” 

650. Crown thyself etc. Weak and miserable man now glori- 
fies himself, and worships, instead of Baal, his own low <losires 
and pleasures. For worm applied toman, cf. Bible, Job, xxv. 6 : 
“ Man, that is a worm.” 

651. blockish God of acreage. An allusion to the Roman god 
Terminxis, who presided over the boumlai-ies of estates, and was 
represented without arms or feet. Arreaf/e, collection of acres; 
landed estates ; cf. floiceratje, 1. 203. Teniiyson has also/rHi7«r/c, 
yarlandaye, scajfblduije, sackage, achage, ritnuuaije. 

653. Thy God is far diffused etc., instead of an indivi<lual idol, 
man now worships a wide-spread deity in the shape of parks ami 
mansions and money and titles and pedigrees. 

655. living gold, gold that seems alive, because, being put out 
to interest, it keeps growing and increasing in amount. The 
living principle in money is that it can of itself reprodxicc money. 
The simple-hearted Edmund in 'J he Brook (1. 7) thought money 
“ a dead thing.” 

656. title-scrolls, [title-deeds. H. T.] gorgeous heraldries 
splendid coats of arms. 

^ 659. Thou wilt not grash etc., you practise no self-mortification 
in the worship of this god. 

659. Fares richly etc., like the worldly rich man in Christ’s 
parable who “was clothed in piu-ple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day” (Bible, Luke, xvi. 19). 

659, 660. not a hair Ruffled upon the scarfskin, you arc so 
softly and delicately clad that not even a hair of your skin is 
discomposed. Scar/skin is the epidermis or outer surface skin. 

661. 662. The deathless xnler ... cannot die, the immortal soul 
that directs and controls your mortal body is corrupted by your 
sensuality, and so doomed to eternal damnation. The representation 
of the human body os the house or mansion of the soul is common 
in literature ; cf. Shaks. Temi>est, i. ii. 457-459, wlmre Miranda 
says of Ferdinand ; 

“ There ’s nothing ill can dwell in such a temple ; 

If the ill spirit nave so fair a house, 

Good things will strive to dwell with ’t.” 
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Aiul The Promise of May, ii. : 

•• O this mortal house, 

Whicli we are born into, is haunted by 
The ghosts of the tlea^l passions of dead men.” 

Again, St. Ayve-i' Eve, 19 : 

So in mine earthly house I am.” 

Cf. also Tennyson’s poem, The Diverted House, meaning the dead 

0()3. thou numberest, thou art numbered ; you profess to be a 
follower of Clirist. 

G64. “Leave all and follow me.” Christ's words to the rich 
young man were “ Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the 
poor, ... and come, follow me.” And Peter says to Christ after- 
warcis, “ Lo, we have left all and followc<l thee.” See Bible, 
Luke, xviii. 2S. 

()G5. with His light about thy feet, with the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ to guide your steps. The old Baal-worshipnors had 
not your enlightenment and arc therefore more e.veusable than 
you. 

GGG. with His message etc., familiar as you are with Christ’s 
commaiul to His followers to lead unworldly lives. 

Gi)7. thy brother man, i.e. the incarnate Christ. Cf. Bible, 
Hebrews, ii. 17 : “ Wherefore in all things it behoved him (/.<r. 
Jesus) to be made like unto his brethren ” mankiml). 

CGS. Bom of etc. Christ’s inothei-, tlie Virgin Mary, belonged 
to tlie village of Maaireth. Hi.s reputed father, .Joseph, was a 
carpenter. See Bible, Luke, i. ‘Jo, 27 : Matthew, xiii. oo. 

GG9. Wonderful etc. Cf. Bible. I<aiah, ix, G : “ His the 
promise«l Messiah’s) name shall be called \Vonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty (lod. Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

G70. the two, i.e. the worshippers of Baal and the worshippers 
of tlieir own lusts. Cf. Bible, Colossians, iit. 5: “Covetousness, 
the which is idolatry.” 

671, 672. passing through the Are Bodies. As was done in the 
worship of Moloch. Cf. Bible, Jeremiah, xxxii. .3o : “ They built 
thehigli places of Baal, ... to caxise their sons and their daughters 
to pass through the fire unto Molech ” ; and Milton, Par. Lost, 
l. 392-C : 

“ First Moloch, horrid king, besmearM with blood 
Of human Si^criGce, an<l parents’ tears ; 

Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children’s cries unheard, that past through fire 
To his grim idol.” 

672-674. thro’ the smoke. The blight ... likeness. Blight is 
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to be taken in apposition with swoke. The passage means tliat 
the modern worldling is crueller than the old Molocli-worshipper 
because, while the latter burnt the bodies, the former destroys 
the souls of his children by subjecting them to the corrupting 
induencc of mean aims and ambitions, and so makes his children 
as depraved as himself. 

675. Thy better bom etc., one of a higher nature than you, 
who is unhappy in being the child of such a parent as you 
are. 

676. grow straight and fair — , grow up to he high-principled 
and pure-hearted. Observe the aposio]>esis. Words like “You 
know what would be such a child's fate from what has happened 
to Edith,” are implied. 

677. I was bid. See 11. 607, 608. 

679. Fairer than Rachel etc. See Bible, Genesis, xxix. 1-10, 
where the first meeting of Jacob and Rachel at the well of 
Harau is described, palmy well, well surrounded with palm- 
trees. 

680. Fairer than Ruth etc. See Bible, Ruth, ii. 2-17, for the 
story of Ruth's gleaning corn in the fields of Ik)uz. Cf. Hood, 
Ruth : 

“She stood breast-high amid the com. 

Clasp’d with the golden light of morn,” etc. 

681. Fair ^ the Angel etc. See Bible, Luke, i. 28 : “ And the 
angel (Gabriel) came in unto lier (Mary), and said. Hail, thou 
that art highly-favoured, the Lord is witli thee ; blessed art thou 
among women.” 

683. For BO mine own etc. As the angelic presence filled 
Mary’s house u^th divine radiance, so Edith’s coming lighted up 
our homes with joy. For^ \ say “ sudden light,” for such was 
the effect upon my own house. 

684. that beam of Heaven, the welcome, blessed presence of 
Edith. 

687. child of shame, illegitimate child. 

688. The common care etc. A version of tlic well-known say- 
ing, “ Whom every one cares for no one cares for.” A child wlio 
has no special claim upon any one’s care gets little or no care 
bestowed upon him. 

689-69L wasting his forgotten heart ... In gambols, giving 
vent to his neglected feelings of affection in play with Edith, as 
though she were his mother. Sec I. 109 and note. 

692. Had such a star of morning etc., there was such a gentle 
and cheering look in her blue eyes. So Tennyson {Dream of Fair 
}\ omen, 91). nos “ The star-like sorrows of immortal eyes ” for the 
calm and gentle looks of sorrow in them. 
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GO.*!, all neglected places etc., all those who were lonely and 
uncared for hv their fellow-men were instinctively filled with joy 
at tlio siglit of licr. C’f. Rible, lii. 0 : “ Break forth into 

jov, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem.” 

G9.5. Low was her voice. Cf. Shaks. King Lear, v. iii. 2/2-3: 


“ Her (Cordelia's) voice was ever soft, 
fJentle, and low, an e.KCellent thing in woman.” 

GO.") 097. won mysterious way ... silence. It was strange how 
nearlv <leaf persons, to whom a loud voice was almost inaudible, 
could hear her soft accents. 


61>7. free of alms. lil)eral in giving alms. Alm.<, a coiitmction 
of the old trisyllabic ahnct-oe (from Latin chcvw.-iyua) is properly 
singidai'. 

698. The hand etc. Sec above. 1. 151, etc. 

701. laid smooth, smoothed and arranged his pillow when 
he was ill of fever. Tennyson uses ftvtrotiM, rather than the 
weaker form ./err, - mA, in Enoch Arden, 230. Tiie word occurs 
four times in Shakspere. 

703. burthen. Tennj'son prefers this, the older, spelling to the 
commoner burden. See also I. 612. 

704. spiritual doubt, religious difficulty or perplexity. 

705. when some heat etc., when a dispute broke out between 
you. 

706. glide between your wraths etc., interpose between you 
when you were angry, and gently and quietly put a stop to the 
quarrel. 

707. walk'd, led her life. 

708. Wearing the light yoke etc., i.e. she was a disciple of the 
loving Jesus, whose mission was one of peace. (T. Bible, 
Matthew, xi. 29, 30: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart ... For my yoke {i.e. ser- 
vice) is easy. ” 

709. Who still’d etc. When Christ and his disciples were 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, a great storm heat upon the boat, 
ami they appealed to Him for help. Wherenpon He “arose, 
and relinked the winds and the sea; ami there was a great calm.” 
See Bible, Matthew, viii. 23*27. The Sea of Galilee or Lake of 
Tiberias lies to the north-east of Palestine. 


710. one, i.e. Leolin. 

712. he was worthy love, he deserved to be loved. Loi't is to 
be parsed as in the adverbial objective case, after irorthij, denoting 
value. 

715-717. this frail bark captain’s knowledge, iu an extremity 
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of suffering, weak men may put an end to their lives without 
being guilty of self-murder, and even M'ithout know ing what 
they were doing. He suggests that his brother committed 
suicide in a moment of frenzy. The “ pilot *’ and the “ captain ” 
represent the conscious self of the man (tlie “ frail bark ”). 

hope with me, share my hope that Leulin was not respon- 
sible for his deed. 

718. went hence with shame, died a shameful death. For the 
repetition of shame, see note to 1. 4S7. 

/19. Nor mine the fatUt, and I am not to be blamed. 

720. vacant chairs, chairs in which the loved one will no 
longer sit. Cf. Longfellow, Resitjnalion, 3, 4 : 

“ There is no fireside, howsoe'er defended, 

But has one vacant chair I ” 

And In Memoriam, xx. : 

“ To see the vacant chair, and think 
Hew good ! how kin<l ! and he is gone.” 

Also To J. S. 22, 23 : 

“Two years his chair is seen 
Empty before us.” 

widow d walls, house bereft of the loved inmates. Tennyson 
uses widow'd (for here/t) of “ a dying king. Laid widow’d of the 
power m his eye ” in Morte d' Arthur, 122, and of his heart in 
In Memomam, lxxxv. So “widow’d hour” for ‘hour of be- 
reavement,* ib. XL. 

glebe, farm labourers, i-ustics ; Lat. adsn'ii>(i 
glebee, those atteched to the soil. The usual phrase ia “ sons of 

avoidance of the commonplace, Tennyson sub- 
stitutes ///cee for sc*i7 ; see General Introduction II. (2), (d). Glebe 
18 the !^t. pleha, a clod of earth. Ordinarily the word means 

wiVh to a parish church or to an ecclesiastical bcnchcc. 

Wltn other ftowns etc., i.e. their frowns were frowns of anger, 
and not such as those which contract the brow in the glare of 
sunshine. 

724. for summer shadow, to shelter their eyes from the sun. 

725. it seem’d, it seemed to himself. 

P^® sheet-lightnings etc., when he saw that the 
preacher was not expressing mere general regret at what had hap- 
pened, but was making a bitter personal attack upon him. Polemic 
watory is often compared to thunder or lightning ; cf. Milton, 
J ar. Regained, iv. 270, 271, of the Athenian orators, who 

“ Fulmin’d over Greece 
To Macedon, and Artaxerxes’ throne.” 

And Aristophanes, Acharnians, 531, of Pericles: i^rpaiTT', ippbvra. 
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^I'l'SKi'Ka TT)t' 'E\\d5a, “ he lightened, he thuinlered, he threw 
(iioeee into a ferment.” 


72S. Sat anger- charm’d from sorrow. His anger acted as a 
spell upon him to prevent any indication of grief, soldier-lihe, 
holding hi.s Itcad high. 

7‘20. when the preacher's etc., when tlic tones of tlie preacher’s 
voice softened as he doscribetl, one after another, tlie amiable 
(jiialities of Edith. 


73'J. twitch, ccjiivul.sive movement, imlicative of emotion, 
iron, rigid, inflexible. For 1’ennyson‘s metaphorical use of tliis 
wonl, cf. -I I)n am of Fair Wioufu, lOG : “ iron years ” ; Maud, 
Part I.. XV!i(. iv. : “iron skies”; In Mcmoriam, .\c. ; “an 
iron welcome.” 


7d3. hold up, retain his firmness. 

734. I shall shame etc., i.e. by losing my self-control and 
giving vent to my feelings. 

738. O thou that killest etc. The passage is ailapted from 
Christ’s reproachful lament over Jerusalem (see noteto^l. G*29), 
Mafthe-u', .xxiii. 37 : “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stoncst them that arc sent unto tliee !” 
Aiul I.uke, .xix. -12 : “ If tliou hadst known, ... the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! ” The preacher applies Christ’s reproach 
again-st the prophet-killing Jerusalem to Sir Aylmer’s conduct 
towards his (laughter — ‘ Would that you, who have caused yotir 
daugliter’s death, had understood what was conducive to your 
own happiness and ours ! ’ 

741. Is there no prophet etc. Christ in the words quoted 
above refers to the Hebrew prophets, such a.s Zechariah, who 
was stoned at the commandment of King Joash for denouncing 
his idolatry (2 Chronicles, xxiv. 10-22), and John the Baptist, who 
preached i>i the wilderness of Jucla’a, “ Repent ye : for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand ” (M<t((he.w, iii. 2). But, Averill says, 
there arc other prophets besides these ; our own cliildrcn, who 
are better Cliristians than ourselves and who, by their lives and 
conduct, call us from sin to godliness, are prophets and te<achers 
to us. 


743. On the narrow way, leading a Christian life. The reference 
is to Bif)le, Matthew, vii. 13, 14 ; “ Broad is the way that leadeth 
to destruction ... Narrow is the way which leadeth unto life.” 

745. “ Come up hither. ” Cf. Bible, ^eiv7a//on, xi. 12: “And 
they (the two witnesses for God) heard a great voice from heaven 
saying unto them, Come up hither.” 

746. Is there no stoning etc., ».e. Edith and Leolin, though 
not actually stoned (as Zechariah was), have been killed by the 
liarsh treatment they received. 
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748. No desolation etc., i.c. our homes have l)een desolated, 
not by sword and fire (as Jerusalem was), but by the loss of our 
loved ones, caused by human wilfulncss and cruelty. 

750. darker, earthlier. The loss of my brother has cast a 
gloom over my life and made me feel hard and unspiritual. 

751. he is past your prayers, he is dead and therefore you can- 

Et^gFish Church** recognised in the 

7o*2. Not past etc., but he is not beyond the reach of God s 
abiiiiaant mercy, 

753. long-suffering, patient under wrong. 

Cf. Bible, Matthew, V. 

fs thr^t„gd™„‘o7r4ven.”''" ^ 

nowadays liave become so 
Bnfr„ self-opmionated, that the term “poor in spirit” lias 

Its meaning, and “poor-spirited” is now 
cowardly. Similarly .s'Wy once 
of ,? “plain, artless,” has gained the 

natnrf >1 ^oolish. Cf. the Greek word properly “good- 

“silly.” For the expression in the 


“ Remember how the course of Time wijl swerve, 
urook aiui turn upon itself in many a backward 
streaming curve.” 

And Palace of A rt, 257 : 

“ Back on herself her serpent pride had curl’d.” 

crue? dpath^^^^ publish and denounce everywhere the 

orblpnf li^ a ? "’ere sacrificed to the 

** ^ naked new-born babe, 

striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubin, horsed 
, ® siglitless couriei-8 of the air, 
on&ll blow tho horrid deed in every eye,’’ 

liible, Jvdgee, xix. 29. A Levite 

dividedTJr dt*Tl outraged by the men of Gibeah! 

tribes of twelve pieces and sent them to all the 

enues ot Israel as a summons to avenge the wrong. 

Llghtena^etJ^^^q^^’ 1” France. See note to 1. 265. earth 
co^M?ed wickedness of the world (which is 

S^ncl ^ ^ ® central fires) is bursting out into a blaze 

/62. The red fruit etc., the bloodshed resulting from a former 
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Bi a-worshin (see 11. 0.50 etc., G70 etc.). The meaning is J ^ 
inunlei- of the Fieiich iiol.ility hy the Kevolntioinsts is tl e oiltj 
come of the foi nici' S previous lii.xury and greed, ivlio oishipp 

their own lusts.’ • . 

"ivt ThP heads etc. In 171>3, during tlie Reign of Terror, the 

was bride!;' ; rZiv°Duli 

of Orleans, on 8th November. 

7(U Thev Cline together etc. [He allmles to a report, more 
Ihe wo we;e 

Wttel into the other in the inonientary convulsion that folloned 
decapitation. H. I.] , ^ e 

siiiiliifiSil 

republican representative -^ Nantes, 

— 

place at night. But ^ 8. jogetherT feet and feet, hands 

N\)yades: ^®Vthis thcv^call Maviojjt lf(^puhlirai)i, 

a»<l hands; and Aung ui^^th.s pale 

Repuhhcaii confusedly seaward along the 

swoln corpses, tie Nicti J ^ ^ clouds of ravens 

Jrir n r "r'iU?r wlerpll^l on the shoal-places ” (Carlyle's 

French Revolution). , 

766. ever-murder'd, suffering under continual executions and 

*"^ 6 ^ 7 '^'shores that darken etc., the packs of wolves that collect 
f fpl’d on the corpses, form dark patches on the banks of the 
HvS See note to 1. 764. For dUen, cf. (Goldsmith, 

n/faj/e, 401. 402: , , , v i 

“ Downward they move, a melancholy band, 

Pass froin the sliore and darken all the strand* 

• 7 «ft thft sick sea. By the Pathetic Fallacy, the sea is repre- 
sented as sick or disgusted at the blood which the rivers carry 

down to it. , 1 

760 Is this a time etc. This is not a fit time, when the lower 
orders in France are turning in wild rage upon the aristocracy, 
for me to add to the excitement by denouncing the crime of an 
English aristocrat. 

770. Was this a time etc. MTth the dreadful example of 
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the Erencli aristocracy before tlieir eyes, siirely this was not 
a fit time for the Aylincrs to ilispluy tlu*ir arrogaiKc. 

771. Pharaoh s darkness, t.r. a thick ami ])aljKiblc tlarkiioss, 
such as that u Inch constituteil tlui uintli ])laL.'ue of Kgyi»t. See 
Bible, Exoilu't, x. 21-23. folds, enfohUng ilarkuess. 

772. Which hid the Holiest etc., whieh, at the ( 'rucitixion, hi<l 
Christ from tlie peo|>le'.s gaze shortly before He clicil. See Bible, 
MatthcH', xxvii. 4."), etc. 

774. our narrow world eti'., our small community cannot help 
discussing it. canvass, lit. ‘to sift through canvas'; (ik. 
Kdvva^ii. Lat. caunahis, hemp. 

770. their own desire accomplish'd, the accf>m]^lishment of 
their own desire ; a Latin construction, cf. 1. ">37 and note. 


777. Their own gray hairs etc., bring their agetl lives to a 
sorrowful close. Cf. Bible, xlii. 38, whore .laeob, when 

asked to part with Benjamin, say.s “ Then shall ye bring tlou n 
»'y liairs M’ilh sorrow to the grave.'’ 


778, 770. broke the bond ... times to come. suecco<le<l in sever- 
ing the connexion between KtUth and Leolin, whose marriage 
would have perpetuated the Aylmer family. \' ov hotid , cf. 1. 4‘25. 

780. wove coarse webs etc., devised low and vulgar schemes to 
heguile their innocent <laughter. 'I'he allusif>u is to the parents’ 
attempts to “sell lier for her good, ’ related above, 11. 4S4, etc. 

781. Grossly, in unseemly fasbion, without delicacy. dear 
daughter's good. Observe the bitter irony of the expressions 
“ ilear " ami “ gooil ’’ here, and cf. 11. 403, h48. Good, i.f. good 
according to their imtions, but really harm. 


782. knew not what they did. Ada]>tcd from Christ's prayer 
for His crucitiers. Bible, Luke, xxiii. 34 : “ rather, forgive them ; 
for they know not what they do. ’ 

785. left them bare, have they not forfeitcil our love and 
reverence ? 


786. take their heritage, i.e. a stranger will be their lieir. Cf. 
1. 779. 

788. one stone etc. Their homo will be remlered utterly 
desolate. The prophecy was literally fulfilled, since “ the great 
Hall icas vdiolly broken dou'n” (1. 846). Cf. Bililc, Mark, xiii. *2, 
where Christ, foretelling the destruction of the Temple, says ; 
“There shall not be left one stone upon aiiotlier, that shall not 
he thrown down.” 

793. ere His agony, shortly before the time of His anguish of 
spirit in the garden of Gethsemanc. 

794. Not by the temple but the gold. Cf. Bihle, ^falthcw, 
xxiii. 16 : “ Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, whosoever 
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.hall .s«ear by the ten, pic it 

HU-car by the gohl of tlie temple, he is ft/lebtoi . — ^ Pf®lpribes 

which (Mirist con.leiinis tlie sophistical |'f ^5,* .Vylmers 

•Hill Plririsces between valid and invalid oaths. 1 he . > 

;:;’e co.npaied to the.se c, nibbling, self-deluding Pharisees, m 

their narrow, misbiken views of duty. •• lo 

"<i". Their own traditions God. Cf. Bible, '"'i If 

where C'lirist condemns the Pharisees for “ 

(;„.l of none edect through your tradition. JMinilai y 

Ay liners made an idol of their family pride. 

-or n world's curse execrated l>\Mnankiiul. Cf. Bd)lc, haiahf 
lx. Inf “ ve (tl!^.",?fahhiul .lew') shall leave you,- na.ne fo.- a 

i,nto in> eh>s ^ „f prophetic si ief anil 

in,i,';nati„n "hi .hea’.lfnl te.xt, • Yonr honse .3 left unto 

you desolate !”’ (Van Dyke's Poitry of 7 ovnj-<on.) 

79S. hrook-d. could not endure ; Old Eng. hrncan, to use. 

her heart etc., her feelings had been stirred and gave her 

no rest remorselessly, unsparingly, unremittingly. 

8(10. crampt-up. stiflecl, kept f.-om o..twa,-.l .nan.fcstat.on, for 

f.nr she should •• shame herself and liim (1. ^.H). 

801 unresisting, listless, compliant : esiK-ciidly m not^l^^^^^^ 

.lared to oppose her husbaml in regard to K.bth. See 11. -8*30. 
802. their eyes, tlie looks of the congregation. 

R0‘t the curtains of their seat. The sipiire of an English 
couiiVrv liarish has, or had in old times, a special pew, of aige 
H nei sdoiis often provide<l with curtains which run round the 
ton of the ’sides. Tlie old colomc<l curtains had been reidaced 
by black ones in sign of inouniing, and Lady Aylmer had taken 
care that these should be of the best \ elvct. 

804 of the costliest, /.e. of the costliest kind. Cf. hen the 
room was at its fullest,” where s«i(e, is iimlerstood. 

80.'). fain had she. she would have gladly. Cf. 1- 40/ and 

"'hot. inch by inch. The repetition of an action was denoted 
in Old English by repeating the adverbial phrase, as by nich, 
by inch ; then the first by was omitted, and so we get inch 

by iii'-h. 

808 Wifelike, with the craving for sympathy and support 
characteristic of a wife, he veU'd etc. The gesture showed 
that his feelings were overcoming him. 

/ 81^ nave the middle or body of a church. From Lat. narem, 

/accu.:;trve of a ship, the early Christian Church being 

often likeneil to a ship tossed by waves. 
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814. Seam’d, wrinkled. sliaUow, trivial, petty. 

815. Lord of all the landscape. Cf. 1. 21 and note. Land- 
scape. formerly land^ktp, contains the Dutch sulhx -scha}) = Eng. 
•ship, as in friendship. 

816. last, furthest, most distant. 

818. the middle aisle, tlie middle of the aisle, — a Latinism, like 
media nrhs, the midtUe city, i.e. the middle of the city. Aisie, a 
passage in a church, is from Lat. a/a, a wing. 

820. to his death, to the slaughter-house, where he was to be 
killed. 


823. finials, the carved ornamental work on the top of the 
pointed ends of the pews, with which they are Jxniifhed olT (Lat. 
finilis, finishing, terminal). 

824. lycbgate, or lich-rjate, coi’pse-gate, from Middle Eng. lich, 
a body, a corpse ; a churchyard gate with a porch, under which, 
at a funeral, the bier was rested while the introdtictory part of 
the burial service was read. The word occxirs in Hch-trak-c, tho*- 
wake or watch held over a corpse, and in the name of the’ 
English city, Lichfield. 


825. porch, I.e. the porch or entrance of the church. 


826. the gate, i.e. the lycbgate, which led through the church- 
yard or burial-ground to the church itself. 


827. Save under pall with bearers, except in their cOifins. The 
coffin is covered with a black cloth or pall, which is held in the 
funeral procession of a great person, by pall-bearers. Cf. Wei- 
linriton Ode, 6 : “ Warriors caiTy the warrior’s pall.” 


829. went to seek her child, followed her child to the grave ; 
died. 


831. the change and not the change, the change in his life 
caused by the loss of his wife and child, unaccompanied by any 
change in his material surroundings. The oxymoron is like the 
Gk. (jrfp-Tip AfjL-lfTup, ‘ a mother that is no mother ’ (Sophocles, 
Electra, 1154). Cf. “faith unfaithful” and “falsely true” 
{Lancelot and Elaine, 872), “born-unborn” {Lockslcy Hall 
Sixty Years After, 98), and note to 1. 515. 

832. those flxt eyes etc. Cf. The Day-Dream, 43, 44 : 

“Those old portraits of old kings. 

That watch the sleepers from the wall.” 

8.35. Began to droop, to fall, he grew feeble in body and 
mind. 

837. Dead, t.e. mentally dead. As far as his intellect was con- 
cerned, ho was dead two years before his actual death. 
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830. His keepers, his attendants who took care of him. He 
escaped them hy dying. 

840. the narrow gloom, the darkness of the narrow grave. 

841. wanted, was without, at his end, at his funeral. 

842. The dark retinue etc., the procession of mourners that 
attend the funeral of a rich man merely out of respect for 1^ 
wealth an.l station. Dark means ‘ wearing black clothes m sipi 
of mourning. Rntinne is accented on tlie second, instead ot the 
first syllable, as in PrinccS'i, in. 1/9: 

“ Went f6rth ] in long | reti|nue foil [owing lip.” 


And Gnimverey 396 : 

“Of his I and her | reti|nue mdvjing they.” 

Milton and Shakspere always accent the word in this way. 

844. a vanish’d race, the extinction of his family. 

845. the violet etc. [Some one strewed violets on the grave 
of Nero. H. T.] 


847. parcell'd, divided, distributed. 

848. their daughter’s good. See notes to 11. 483, 781. 


849. the hawk's cast, feathers, fur, or otlier indigestible 
matters ejected from the stomach by a hawk after he has 
devoured his prey. his run, the burrow or tunnel excava^d 
by the mole, a small quadruped, which leads a subterranean life, 
feeding chiefly on earth-worms, mole is a curtailed form of the 
older moldn'arp, mould-thrower. 


850. hedgehog, a small, prickly-backed, insectivorous quad- 
ruped, which makes a hole or nest for itself six or eight inches 
deep, plantain, a common weed, with broad, strong leaves. 


851. fondles, by passing his fore-paws over it. 

852. Blow-worm (or blind-worm), a reptile that feeds on earth- 
worms, insect.s, etc., [properly slay-worm. It was believed to be 
venomous. H. T.] weasel, a small animal with a thin, long 
body. It feeds on mice, rats, moles, and small birds. 

853. The lines 849-853 admirably picture the complete desola- 
tion that marks the site of the “great Hall.” It has become the 
familiar haunt and home of timid wild animals that shun any 
trace of human habitation. 
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[The rtjerences are to the liueg, Jtalicg denote «M?yec<s.] 


A 

Absolute clauseji, lOS, 227, 339. 
Abstract for concrete^ 177, 599. 
According hearts, 453. 
Acreage, 651. 

Acrimonies, 563. 

Adulteries, 376. 

Aghast, 330. 

Alliterative com/)ou«ft«, 168,256. 
Allow (= approve), 120. 
Allowance, 410. 

Amulet, 507. 

Angcr-charm’d, 728. 
Aposiopesis^ 676. 

Aylmer Aylmer, 13. 
Aylmerism, 123. 

B 

Baiil, 644, 650, 665, 671- 
Babyisms, 539. 

Bandit, 597. 

Bar. 118, 134. 
liaths. The, 27, 205. 

Beam’d their best, 69, 227. 
Bedridden, 178. 

Beeswing, 405. 

Beetling, 229. 

Befool’d, 590. 

Benchers, 473 


Bent, 445. 

Bine, 113. 

Binn, 405. 

Black republic, 529. 

Blight, 672. 

Blockish God, 651. 
Blossoni-ball, 87. 

Blues and reds, 251. 
Border-marriage, 263. 
lk)ttom, 254. 

Bounteously made, 74. 

Brand of John, 509. 
Breathing-while, 449. 

Breaker, 594. 

Bristle up (of hair), 42. 

Broken ring, 135. 

Brooding shelter, 138. 

Brook’d, 798. 

Brother man, 667. 

Burr, 113. 

Burthen, 70.3. 

C 

Call’d to the bar, 59. 

Canvass, 774. 

Cast, 481. 

Caucasians, 348. 

Chancellor, 397. 

Change and not the change, 831. 
Charier, 448. 

71 



72 


AYLMER’S FIELD. 


Chestnut. 

Cliilfl of shame, 687. 
Childly way, A, 181. 
Coarse webs, 780. 

Coined tcords, 539. 
Common care, 688. 
Cordon, 500. 

Costly Sahib, 233. 
Counter, 282. 

County God, 14. 

Crackling into flames, 586. 
Cramp’d-up, 800. 
Cross-lightnings, 129. 

D 

Daisy-chain, 87. 

Darken, 767. 

Daughters of God, 45. 

Dear diminutives, 539. 
Decad, 82, 442. 

Deed fill, 196. 

Despot dream, 527. 
Difterences, 274. 

Dimpling, 149. 

Down the wind, 495. 

Dying house, 661. 

E 

Eaves, 163. 

Ecliptic, 193. 

Edged with death, 595. 
Egalities, 265. 

Eldest born, 484. 

’Em, 188. 

Ever-murder’d, 766. 

F 

Fain, 467, 805. 

Fairy footings, 90. 

,, palms, 91. 

,, pines, 92. 

Falter, 491. 

Fescue, 530. 

Feverous, 701. 

Fiat, 26. 


Finely, 75. 

Finials, 823. 

Five-beaded, 186. 

Fixt eyes, 832. 

Flamed, 409. 

Flattering, 175. 

Fling, 399. 

Flock, 361, 600. 

Flow’d and ebb’d, 218. 
Flowerage, 203. 

Flush, 459. 

Foam’d away his heart, 342. 
Fold, 361. 

Foreran, 80. 

Forged, 96. 

Frail bark, 715. 

French BevoliUion, 265, 464, 
760 etc. 

Frothfly, 530. 

G 

OhastW sack, 764. 

Gilly flowers, 1.59. 

Glebe, 723. 

Go-betw’cen, 523. 

Golden hopes, 464. 

Gorgeous heraldries, 656. 
Greenish glimmerings, 622. 
Grizzled, 8. 

Grossly, 781. 

H 

Hamlet, 615. 

Harrow’d, 607. 

Hawk’s cast, 849. 

Heat of difference, 705. 

Heaved shouhler, 466. 
Hedgehog, 850. 

Hedgerow texts, 171. 
Holly-hocks, 164. 

Home-circle, 504. 

1 

Ice-ferns, 222. 

Idioted, 590. 
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Immemorial intimacy, 39, 136. 
In floo.l, 339, 633. 

Inch bj' inch, 807. 

Insipid, 28. 

Inverted scripture, An, -44. 
Irony, 121, 240, 483, 781. 

J 

Jasmine, 157. 

Jilted, 333. 

K 

Kissing his vows, 472. 

L 

Lancets, 622. 

Landscape, 815. 

Latinism^, 375, 537, 776, 818. 
Le.an heart, 526. 

Light yoke, 708. 

Lightning of the hour, 441. 
Lintel, 331. 

Living gold, 655. 

Lodges, 145. 

Long arms, 588. 

Lo%\dy-lovely, 168. 

Lychgate, 824. 

M 

Magic cup, 142. 

Magnetic, 625. 

Make-believes, 9.5. 

Malayan amuck, 463. 
Mammon, .374. 

Manelike, 68. 

Manorial lord, 513. 

Marestail, 92. 
Martin-haunted, 163. 
Martin’a summer, 560. 
Master of all, 1.32. 

Meteor of a season, 205. 
Middle-aisle, 818. 

Midriff, 15. 

Mildew’d, 383. 


Milky-way, 160. 

Millennial, 514. 

Mine of memories, 10. 
Minion, 533. 

Minuet, 207. 

Mock sunshine, 609. 

Mole, 849. 

yfora! of the poem, 1. 

M\isic of the moon, 102. 
Mystic star, 72. 

N 

Naked marriages, 765. 
Narrow gloom, 840. 

,, world, 774. 

Nave, 812. 

Nest in bloom. A, 150. 
Niggard, 450. 

Nightly, 490. 

Northern Dreamer, 161. 
Not proven, 53. 

O 

Of ( =by), 167. 

Of the costliest, 804. 
Or«lcal by kittdness, 561. 
Oxymoron, 51.5, 831. 

V 

Pall, 827. 

Palmy well, 679. 
Parcel-beai*de<l, 152. 
Parccird, 347. 

Parenthesis, 168. 

Parish wits, 521. 

Passes, 209. 

Passing thro’ the fire, 671. 
Pensive beauty, 70. 
Pharaoh’s tlarkness, 771. 
Pheasant lords, 381. 
Phosphorescence, 116. 
Pitted, 93, 256. 

Plantain, 850. 

Plight, 135. 

Pock-pitten, 256. 
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Poor in spirit, 754. 
Poppy-n)inglcd, 31. 

Practise, 302. 

Praycr-prelu<lo, 028. 
Precedent, 43C. 

Proven, 53, 182. 

Proverb, 188. 

Pyramidal, 20. 

Q 

Quintessence, 388. 

R 

Range of roofs, 47. 

Rated, 378. 

Red fruit, 762. 

,, rose, 50. 

Remorselessly, 799. 

Repetition of a phrcu^e, 428. 
Repetition of a xcordy 487, 5/2, 
661-2. 

Retinue, 842. 

Rhythnif 86, 168, 209,441, jS.3, 
585. 

Rigid colour, 281. 

Rival rose, 455. 

Rotatory Thumbs, 199. 

Ruled the hour, 194. 

Run, 849. 

S 

Sacred, 426. 

Sallowy, 147. 

Sanguine, 64. 

Saturate, 377. 

Scarfskin, 660. 

Seam’d, 814. 

Seconded, 559. 

Semi-jealousy, 189. 

Shambles, 765. 
Sheet-lightnings, 726. 

Shook, 62, 216. 

Shrill, 583. 

Sick sea, 768. 

Sickly sun, 30. 


Sicklier iteration, 299< 

Sleepy Land, A, 33. 

Slight, 238. 

Slow-worm, 852. 

Smatteringly, 433. 
Soldier-like, 728. 

Sons of men, 44. 

,, ,, the glebe, 723. 

Soul-smitten, 525. 

Soxind-play, 487. 

Sow’d her name, JiS. 

Spiritual doubt, 704. 

Stale devil, 290. 

Star of morning, 692. 
Stiffening, 273. 

Straight and fair, 676. 
Stumbling-blocks of scorn, 538. 
Summer-blanch’d, 152. 

,, burial, 164. 

,, shadow, 724. 

Swang, 19. 

T 

Tabernacle, 618. 

Telepathj/t 578. 

Temple-eaten terms, 105. 
Tented winter-field. The, 110 
The (instrumental), 384. 
Title-scrolls, 656. 

Touchwood, 514. 

Traveller’s joy, 152. 
Treasure-trove, 515. 

Trembling (trisyll.), 585. 
ISvisted back, 755. 

Twitch, 7.32. 

Two-footed, 126. 

U 

Unimpassion’d, 334. 
Unresisting, 801. 

V 

Vacant chairs, 720. 

Vanish’d race, 844, 
Vantage-ground, 387. 
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Vital spirits, 201. 

Violet, 845. 

W 

Waning red, 406. 

Wanted, 84!. 

Warm, 260. 

Warm-blue breathings, 155. 
Wasted ( = spent), 109. 
Wealthy scaobard, 236. 
Wear the garland, 112. 
Weasel, 852. 
Weathercock’d, 17. 

White rose, 51. 

Widow’d walls, 720. 
Wife-hunting, 212. 


Wife-like, 80S. 
Wind-hover, 321. 

Windy sign, 19. 

Wii'cr, 490. 
Woman-markets, 348. 
Wooing him to woo, 487 
World less, 471. 

World's curse, 796. 
Worm, 650. 

Wounded peace, 52. 
Writhing, 517. 

Wyvern, 17, 516. 

Y 

Yeomen, 497 
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MACIMILLAN’S 

ENGLISH CT.ASSICS: 

A SEKIES OF SELECniONS FROM THE 
WORKS OF THE GREAT ENGLISH WRITERS, 

WITH INTRODUCTION AND NOTES. 

The following Volumes, Globe Svo, are ready or in preparation. 

ADDISON— SELEcnoNS FROM TUB Spkciator. By K. Dkiohton. 
2s. 6d. 

ADDISON AND STEELE — CovEBJLEY Papers from the Spectator. 

Edited by K. Deigutox. Is. 9d. 

ARNOLD — Selections. By G. C. Macaulay. 2s. 6d. 

BACON— E.SSAYS. By F. G. Selby, M.A. 3s. ; sewed, 2s. 6d. 

The ScAooiwajt<T — “A handy and serviceible edition of a famous English 
cUvKsical work, one that can never lose its freshness and its truth.” 

— The Advancement of Learning. By F. G. Selby, M.A. 
Book I., 2s. ; Book II., 4s. 6d. 

BUN7AN — The Pilgrim’s Progress. Edited by John Morrison, 
M.A. Is. 9d. ; sewed, Is. 6d. 

BURKE — Reflections ON the French Revolution. By F. G. 
Selby, M.A. 5s. 

ScoUman—** Contains many notes which will make the book valuable 
beyond the circle to which it is Immediately addressed." ... 

^hoolmaiter very good book whuthur for examination or for muo* 

peiidoot reading and study/' ^ 

Ola$r;ow Herald — “The book is remarkably well edited. 

— Speeches on Aaierican Taxation ; on Conciliation with 
America ; Letfer to the Sheriffs of Bristol. By 
F. G. Selby, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

BYRON — Childs Harold. Edited by Edward E. Morris, 
M.A. [Ill the Pre^s. 

CAMPBELL— Selections. ByW. T. Webb, M.A. [In the Press. 
CHAUCER — Selections from Canterbury Tales. By H. 
Corson. 48. 6d. 

CHOSEN ENGLISH — Selections from Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, 
Lamb, and Scott. With short biographies and notes by A. 
Ellis, B.A. 23. 6d. 

COWPER— The Task, Book IV. By W. T. Webb.M.A. Sewed.ls. 
— Leitebs, Selections from. By W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
—Shorter Poems. Edited by \v. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
DRTDEN— Select Satires — Absalom and Achitophel; The 
Medal; Mac Flecknoe. By J. Cuurton Collins, M.A. 
Is. 9d. 

GOLDSMITH— The Traveller and The Deserted village. 
By Arthur Barkett, B.A. Is. 9d. Tuf. Traveixeb 
(separately), sewed. Is. The Deserted Village (separately), 
Od 1 8 

Vicar OF Wakefield. By Mioiiael Macmillan, B.A. 2s. 6d. 

The licoUnian — “ It boa a abort critical and biographical Introduction, 
and a Tory full eeriea of capital notes.” 

MACMILLAN AND CO., LIMITED, LONDON. 
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GfiAT — P oems. By John* Bradshaw, LL.D. Is. 9d. 

Dublin Evening Mail — “The iDtnxiuction and Notes are all that can bo 
desired. Wc believe that this will rightly become the standard school 
edition of Gray." 

Sehoolinojur — “One of the best school editions of Gray’s poems we have seen.' 

HELPS — E.s.says Written in the Intervals of Business. 
By F. J. Kowe, M.A., and W. T. Webb, iM.A. Is. 9d. 

The Literary World — “These essays are, indeed, too good to be forgotten.” 
The Gunr<i«a»i — “A welcome addition to our school cla.<sics. The in- 
troduction, though brief, is full of p>oint." 

JOHNSON —Life OF Milton. By K. Deiguton. Is. 9d. 

— Life of Dkyden. By P. Peterson. [In (he Prejts. 

— Life of Pope. By P. Petkkso.n. [Iti the Press. 

LAMB — 'I'liE Essays of Elia. First Series. Edited by N. L. 
Hallwahu, M.A., and S. C. Hill, B.A. .3s.; sewed, 2s. 6d. 

LONGFELLOW — Courtship of Milf.s Standish. By W. Elliot, 
M.A. Is. 

MACAULAY — Lays of Ancient Rome. Edited by W. T. Webb, 
M.A. 

— Essay o.n Addison. , By J. W. Hales, M.A. [In (he Press. 
— Essay on Warren Hastings. Ed. by K. Deiguton. 2s. Cd. 
— Lord Clive. Edited by K. Deiguton. 2s. 

— Essay o.n Bo.swell’s Life of Johnson. Edited by R. F. 
Winch, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

MALOEY — Mokte d’Artudr. Edited by A. T. Martin, M.A. 
2s. Gd. 

MILTON — Paradise Lost, Book.s I. and II. By Michael Mac- 
millan, B.A. Is. 9d. Books I.-IV. separately, Is. 3d. 
each ; sewed, Is. each. 

The Tiviet of India—*' The notes of course occu]>y the editor’s chief atten- 
tion, anil form the most valuable part of the volume. They arc cle.ar, concise, 
and to the point, . . . while at the s:ime time they arc simple enough for 
the comprehension of etudeuts to whom Milton without annotation must 
needs bo a mystery." 

The ScAoo/Hu«f<r— “The volume is admirably adapted for use in upper 
classes of English Schools.” 

The Educational Keiea — “ For higher cla.sses there can be no better book 
for reading, analysis, and grammar, and the issue of these books of Paradise 
Lost must be regarded as a great inducement to teachers to introduce higher 
literature into their classes." , 

— L’Allecro, II Penseroso, Lycidas, Arcades, Sonnets, Ac. 

By William Bf.ll, M.A. Is. 9<1. 

The Qlaagoie Herald — “ A careful study of this book will bo as 
educative us that of any of our best critics on Aeschylus or Sophocles." 

— CoMUS. By the same. Is. 3d.; sewed. Is. 

The Dublin Evening Mail — “The introduction is well done, and contains 
much sound criticism." 

The Practical Teacher—'* The notes include everything a student could 
reasonably desire in the way of the elucidations of the te.xt, and at the 
same time are presented in so clear and distinct a fashion, that they are 
likely to attract the reader instead of repelling him." ^ 

— Sam.son Agonistes. By H. M. Percival, M.A. 23. 

The Guardian — “ His notes are always of real literary value. . His intro- 
dttetion Is equally masterly, and touches all that can bo said about the poem ” 

MILTON — Tractate of Education. By E. E. Morris, M.A. 

Is. 9d. 
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PALGEAVE — Golden Treasury oe Songs and Lyrics. Book 
Second. By \V. Bell, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

POEMS OF ENGLAND. A Selection of Knglish Patriotic Poetry, 
with notes by Hereford B. George, M.A., and Artuur 
S iDGWXCK, M.A. 2s. Gd. 

POPE — Essay on Man. Epistles I. -IV. Edited by Edward E. 
Morris, M.A. Is. 9d. 

— Essay on Criticism. Edited by J. C. Collins, M.A. Is. 9d. 

SCOTT — The Lady of the L.ake. By G. H. Stuart, M.A. 
28. Cd. ; sewed, 23. Canto I., sewed, 9d. 

— The Lay of the Last Minstrel. By G. H. Stuart, M. A., and 
E. H. Elliot, B. A. 23. Canto I. , sewed, 9d. Cantos I. -HI., 
and IV. -VI., Is. 3d. each; sewed, Is. each. 

T)je ./ounial of £<luc<i(ion — “The text is well I'rintfd, and the notes, 
wherever we have tested them, have proved at once scholarly and simple." 

— Marmion. By Michael Macmillan, B. a. 3s.; sew’cd, 2 s. 6d. 

The Spectator—-** . . . UU intioduction is admirable, alike for i>uint 

and brevity.” 

The Indian Daily lievt — “The present volvimo contains the i>oein iu 
200 pages, with more titan 100 pages of notes, which seem to meet every 
l>08sible difficulty." 

— Rokeby. By the same. 3s.; sewed, 23. Gd. 

The Guardian — “The introduction is excellent, and the notes show much 
care and research." 

SHAKESPEABE — The Tempest. By K. Deighton. Is. 9d. 

The Guardian — Speaking generally of Macriullun's Scries wo may say 
that tliev approach more nearly than any otlicr edition we kno%v to the ideal 
school Shakespeare. The introd\ictory remarks arc not too mxich hurdened 
with controvcriiial matter ; the notes uro abundant and to tbc point, scarcely 
any difficulty being passed oyer without some explanation, either by u para* 
phrase or by etymological and grammatical notes." 

— Much Ado About Nothing. By the same. 2s. 

The SchoolmoJitr—** The notes on words and phrasc-s arc full and clear," 

— A Midsummer-Night’s Dream. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— The Merchant of Venice. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— As You Like It. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— Twelfth Night. By the same. Is. 9d, 

The £ducalional Neu » — “This is an excellent edition of a good play.’ 

— The Winter’s Tale. By the same. 28. 

— Ring John. By the same. Is. 9d. 

~RicnARD 11. By the same. Is. 9d. 

-—Henry IV., Part 1. By the same. 28. Gd.; sewed, 28. 

— Henry IV., Part II. By the same. 2s. Gd.; sewed, 2s. 
—Henry V. By the same. Is. 9d. 

—Richard III. By C. H. Tawnev, M.A. 2s. Gd.; sewed, 28. 

The School Ouardian — ** Of Mr. Tawney’s work as an annotau>r we can 
s}>eak in terms of commendation. His notes are full and always to the point.' 

—Henry VIII. By K. Deighton. Is. 9d. 

MACMIIXAN AND CO., LIMITED, LONDON. 



4 


SHAE£SP£AB£ — Coriolanus. By K. Deighton. 29. 6d.; 
sewed, 2s. 

—Romeo and Juliet. By the same. 2s. 6d.; sewed, 2s. 

— Julius Caesar. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— Macbeth. By the same. Is. 9d. 

The Bdwaiional “This is an excellent edition for the etudent. 

The notes are suggestive, . . . and the vivid character sketches of Jiao- 
both and LAdv Macbeth are excellent." 

— Hamlet. By the same. 2s. 6d.; sewed, 2s. 

— Kino Lear. By the same. Is. 9d. 

— Othello. By the same. 28. 

— Anto.s'Y and Cleopatra. By the same. 2s. 6d. ; sewed, 29. 
— Ctmbeline. By the same. 2s. 6d. ; sewed, 2s. 

The Seottnian — “ Mr. Deightou h-as adapted bis comiiienbiry, both in 
OlMloaod in Cymbeline, with great skill to the requirements rind capacities 
of the readers to whom the scries is addressed." 

SOUTHEY— Life of Nelson. By Michael Macmillan, B.A. 
Ss. ; sewed, 29. 6d. 

SPENSEE— The Faerie Queene. Book I. By H. M. Percival, 
M.A. 3s. ; sewed, 2s. 6d. 

—The Soepueard’s Calender. By C. H. Herford, Litt.D. 
2s. 6d. 

STEELE— Selections. By L. E. Steele, M.A. 2s. 

TENNYSON— Selections. By F. J. Rowe. M.A., and W. T. 
Webb, M.A. 3s. 6d. Also iu two Parts, 2s. 6d. each. 
Part 1. Recollections of the Arabian Nifjhts, TJie Lady of 
Shalott, The Lotos-Eaters, Dora, Ulysses, Tithonus, The 
Lord of Burleigh, The Brook, Ode on the Death of the 
Duke of Wellington, The Revenge.— Part II. Oeuone, The 
Palace of Art, A Dream of Fair Women, Morte d’Arthiir, 
Sir Galahad, The Voyage, and Demeter and Persephone. 

Tiio /auniaf 0 / Sdueation—" It ahonld find a wide circulation In 

Eugliah schools The notes give just the requisite amount of 

help for understanding Tennyson, exphaiintiona of tho allusions with which his 
poems teem, and iUustratioui by means of parallel p.%8sages. A short critical 
introduction gives the salient features of bis style with apt examples.” 

The lUtrary IForW— "The beok is very complete, and will be s good 
introdiictiou to the study of Tenny.sou’e works generally." 

/ —Morte d’Artiiur. By the same. Sewed, is. 

—The Coming op Arthur ; The Passing of Arthur. By 
F. J, Rowe, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

—Enoch Arden. By W. T. Webb, M.A. 28. 6d. 

—Aylmer’s Field. By W. T. Webb, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

-The Princess. By P. M. Wallace, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

— Gareth and Lynette. By G. C. Macaulay, M.A. 29. 6d. 
-The Marriage of Geraint; Geraint and Enid. By G. C. 
Macaulay, M.A. 23. 6d. 

—The Holy Grail. By G. C. Macaulay, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
—Lancelot AND Elaine. By F. J. Rowe, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
-^—Guinevere. By G. C. Macaulay, M.A. 2s. 6d. 

WOHDSWOBTH— Selections. By W. T. Webb, M.A. 28. 6d. • 
also in two parts, Is. 9d. each. ‘ ‘ ' 

MACMILLAN AND CO., LIMITED, LONDON. 
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